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Kansas City to vote on removing King's name from street 


By MARGARET STAFFORD 
Associated Press 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 

Kansas City residents will 
decide whether the city 
will remove the name of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
from one of its most his¬ 
toric boulevards, less than 
a year after the street was 
renamed for the civil rights 
icon. 

Voters on Tuesday con¬ 
sidered a ballot question 
that would reverse a city 
council decision in January 
to name a 10-mile (16.1 kil¬ 
ometer) boulevard on the 
city's mostly black east side 
for King and restore the 
original name. 

The Paseo. 

The council's decision to 
rename the street for King 
came after years of ad¬ 
vocacy from mostly black 
civic leaders and, at the 
time, meant Kansas City 
would shed its reputa¬ 
tion as one of the largest 
U.S. cities without a street 
named for King. 

But a group of residents in¬ 
tent on keeping The Paseo 
name began collecting 
petitions to put the name 
change on the ballot and 
achieved that goal in April. 
The campaign has been 


In this Sunday, Nov. 3,2019, photo, people wearing "Save The Paseo" shirts stand among attendees at a rally to keep a street named 


in honor of Dr. Martin Luther Kin 

divisive, with supporters of 
King's name accusing op¬ 
ponents of being racist, 
while supporters of The Pa¬ 
seo name say city leaders 
pushed the name change 


Jr. at Paseo Baptist Church in K< 

through without following 
proper procedures and 
also ignored The Paseo's 
historic value. 

Emotions reached a peak 
Sunday, when members of 


isas City, Mo. 

the "Save the Paseo" group 
staged a silent protest at 
a get-out-the-vote rally at 
a black church for people 
wanting to keep the King 
name. 


Associated Press 

They walked into the Paseo 
Baptist Church and stood 
along its two aisles. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Kansas City to vote on removing King's name from street 


Continued from Front 

The protesters stood silently 
and did not react to sev¬ 
eral speakers that accused 
them of being disrespect¬ 
ful in a church but they 
also refused requests from 
preachers to sit down. 

The Save the Paseo group 
collected 2,857 signatures 
in April — far more than the 
1,700 needed — to have 
the name change put to a 
public vote. 

Many supporters of the 
Martin Luther King name 
have suggested the op¬ 
ponents are racist, saying 
Save the Paseo is a mostly 
white group and that many 
of its members don't live on 
the street, which runs north 
to south through a largely 
black area of the city. 

They say removing the 


name would send a nega¬ 
tive image of Kansas City 
to the rest of the world, and 
could hurt business and 
tourism. 

Supporters of the Paseo 
name reject the allega¬ 
tions of racism, saying they 
have respect for King and 
want the city to find a way 
to honor him. 

They are opposed to the 
name change because 
they say the City Council 
did not follow city charter 
procedures when deciding 
making the change and 
didn't notify most residents 
on the street about the pro¬ 
posal. 

They also say The Paseo 
is an historic name for the 
city's first boulevard, which 
was completed in 1899. 
The north end of the boul¬ 
evard is listed on the Na- 
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In this April, 20, 2019, file photo, public works employee Jerry Brooks changes a street sign from 
The Paseo to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Kansas City, Mo. 


tional Register of Historic 
Places. 

The City Council voted in 
January to rename the 
boulevard for King, re¬ 
sponding to a yearslong 
effort from the city's black 
leaders and pressure from 
the local chapter of the 
Southern Christian Lead¬ 
ership Conference, a civil 
rights organization that 
King helped start. 

U.S. Rep. Emanuel Cleaver, 
a minister and former Kan¬ 
sas City mayor who has 
pushed the city to rename 
a street for King for years, 
was at Sunday's rally. He 
said the protesters were 
welcome, but he asked 
them to consider the dam¬ 
age that would be done if 
Kansas City removed King's 
name. 

"I am standing here simply 
begging you to sit down. 
This is not appropriate in 
a church of Jesus Christ," 
Cleaver told the group. 


Tim Smith, who organized 
the protest, said it was de¬ 
signed to force the black 
Christian leaders who had 
mischaracterized the Save 
the Paseo group as racist 
to "say it to our faces." 

"If tonight, someone wants 
to characterize what we 
did as hostile, violent, or 
uncivil, it's a mischaracteri- 
zation of what happened," 
Smith said. "We didn't say 
anything, we didn't do any¬ 
thing, we just stood." 

The Rev. Vernon Howard, 
president of the Kansas 
City chapter of the SCLU, 
told The Associated Press 
that the King street sign is 
a powerful symbol for eve¬ 
ryone but particularly for 
black children. 

"I think that only if you are 
a black child growing up 
in the inner city lacking the 
kind of resources, lacking 
the kinds of images and 
models for mentoring, mod¬ 
eling, vocation and career. 


Associated Press 

can you actually under¬ 
stand what that name on 
that sign can mean to a 
child in this community," 
Howard said. 

If the sign were taken 
down, "the reverse will be 
true," he said. 

"What people will wonder 
in their minds and hearts is 
why and how something 
so good, uplifting and edi¬ 
fying, how can something 
like that be taken away?" 
he said. 

But Diane Euston, a lead¬ 
er of the Save the Paseo 
group, said that The Paseo 
"doesn't just mean some¬ 
thing to one community in 
Kansas City." 

"It means something to eve¬ 
ryone in Kansas City," she 
said. "It holds kind of a spe¬ 
cial place in so many peo¬ 
ple's hearts and memories. 
It's not just historical on pa¬ 
per, it's historical in people's 
memory. It’s very important 
to Kansas City.'Q 
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Missouri sheriff's department sees 17 babies born this year 



In this Nov. 4, 2019, photo fourteen Jefferson County Sheriffs 
Deputies pose for a photo with their babies at the Sandy Creek 
Covered Bridge in Jefferson County, Mo. They are from left, with 
their babies: Adam Lambrich with Lilliana; AJ Kausler with Lucy; 
Matt Moore with Luca; Scott Ehrhard with Hudson; Andy Sides 
with Carter; Greg Bohn with Evelyn; Dustin Isenhart with Kash; 
Nick Gamm with Gweneth; Colby McCreary with Sawyer; Cody 


Cawvey with Micah; Shawn Loness 
with Kinsley; Kevin Karl with K 
Wyatt. 

HILLSBORO, Mo. (AP) — 

One Missouri sheriff's de¬ 
partment has seen the 
ranks of its deputy dads 
grow, as 17 law enforce¬ 
ment officers welcomed 
babies this year. 

Fourteen of the 17 law en¬ 
forcement dads, their wives 
and their babies gathered 
Monday at Sandy Creek 
Covered Bridge in Jeffer¬ 
son County for photos, the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch re¬ 
ported. The babies were 
dressed in matching white 
onesies with deputy badg¬ 
es printed on them and 
brown pants and accesso¬ 
ries. The two newest babies 
were just 10 days old. 

"It's important that we sup¬ 
port our families," Sheriff 
Dave Marshak said. "For us, 
this is good." 

Jefferson County, with 


Connor; Andrew Griffon 
I Roger Waeckerle with 

Associated Press 

219,000 residents, is Mis¬ 
souri's sixth most populous 
county. It sits just south of 
St. Louis County. 

"Holy cow" was what Capt. 
Andy Sides had to say 
about the infant influx. His 
second child was born six 
months ago. 

A joke has been going 
around the department 
that the little ones are 
"Prop P babies." Passed last 
year, the property tax in¬ 
crease provided resources 
for raises for the sheriff's of¬ 
fice. Prior to the passage 
of Proposition B, the start¬ 
ing salary for a deputy was 
$37,902. That entry-level 
salary jumped to $50,300. 

"I think it's more than a co¬ 
incidence," said Sgt. Matt 
Moore, whose little one, 
Luca, was born this year. 
"It certainly gives you a lot 
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more flexibility in starting a 
family if you've got more 
income. Kids aren't getting 
any cheaper these days." 
Before the vote, Marshak 
had warned of a possible 
"mass exodus" of law en¬ 
forcement officers if the 


measure didn't pass. Now, 
he said, new recruits are 
coming from neighboring 
communities. 

Of course, Marshak is deal¬ 
ing with more deputies go¬ 
ing on leave to spend time 
with their new babies. 


"Oh my goodness!" Sides 
cooed at his 6-month-old 
son. "I love it, with both of 
our boys and my wife. I 
wouldn't trade it for the 
world. It makes your bad 
days good when you come 
home.'Q 
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Trump OKs wider Syria oil mission, raising legal questions 



U.S. military convoy drives the he town of Qamishli, north Syria, by a poster showing Syrain President 
Bashar Aassad Saturday, Oct. 26.2019. 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump has 
approved an expanded 
military mission to secure an 
expanse of oil fields across 
eastern Syria, raising a num¬ 
ber of difficult legal ques¬ 
tions about whether U.S. 
troops can launch strikes 
against Syrian, Russian or 
other forces if they threat¬ 
en the oil, U.S. officials said. 
The decision, coming after 
a meeting Friday between 
Trump and his defense 
leaders, locks hundreds 
of U.S. troops into a more 
complicated presence 
in Syria, despite the presi¬ 
dent's vow to get America 
out of the war. Under the 
new plan, troops would 
protect a large swath of 
land controlled by Syrian 
Kurdish fighters that stretch¬ 
es nearly 90 miles (150 kilo¬ 
meters) from Deir el-Zour to 
al-Hassakeh, but its exact 
size is still being determined. 
Officials said many details 
still have to be worked out. 
But, Trump's decision hands 
commanders a victory in 
their push to remain in the 
country to prevent any re¬ 
surgence of the Islamic 
State group, counter Iran 
and partner with the Kurds, 
who battled IS alongside 
the U.S. for several years. 
But it also forces lawyers 
in the Pentagon to craft 
orders for the troops that 
could see them firing on 
Syrian government or Rus¬ 
sian fighters trying to take 
back oil facilities that sit 
within the sovereign nation 
of Syria. 

The officials spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity in order 
to discuss internal delibera¬ 
tions. 

Trump’s order also slams 
the door on any sugges¬ 
tion that the bulk of the 
more than 1,200 U.S. troops 
that have been in Syria will 
be coming home any time 


soon, as he has repeatedly 
promised. 

Sen. Tim Koine, a Virginia 
Democrat, called the mis¬ 
sion misguided. 

"Risking the lives of our 
troops to guard oil rigs in 
eastern Syria is not only 
reckless, it's not legally au¬ 
thorized," Koine told The As¬ 
sociated Press. "President 
Trump betrayed our Kurd¬ 
ish allies that have fought 
alongside American sol¬ 
diers in the fight to secure 
a future without ISIS - and 
instead moved our troops 
to protect oil rigs." 

The Pentagon will not say 
how many forces will re¬ 
main in Syria for the new 
mission. Other officials, also 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity to discuss ongo¬ 
ing deliberations, suggest 
the total number could be 
at least 800 troops, includ¬ 
ing the roughly 200 who 
are at the al-Tanf garrison 
in southern Syria. 

According to officials, law¬ 
yers are trying to hammer 


out details of the military 
order, which would make 
clear how far troops will be 
able to go to keep the oil in 
the Kurds' control. 

The legal authority for U.S. 
troops going into Syria to 
fight Islamic State militants 
was based on the 2001 and 
2002 Authorizations for Use 
of Military Force that said 
U.S. troops can use all nec¬ 
essary force against those 
involved in the Sept. 11 at¬ 
tacks on America and to 
prevent any future acts of 
international terrorism. So, 
legal experts say the U.S. 
may have grounds to use 
the AUMF to prevent the oil 
from falling into IS hands. 
But protecting the oil from 
Syria government forces or 
other entities may be hard¬ 
er to defend. 

"The U.S. is not at war with 
either Syria or Turkey, mak¬ 
ing the use of the AUMF 
a stretch," said Stephen 
Vladeck, a national secu¬ 
rity law professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of Texas at Austin. 


Associated Press 

Fie added that while the 
U.S. Constitution bestows 
significant war powers on 
the president, those are 
generally meant to be 
about self-defense and for 
the collective defense of 
the country. Arguing that 
securing the oil is necessary 
for national security "just 
strikes me as a bridge too 
far," he said. 

Members of Congress, in¬ 
cluding Koine, have also 
raised objections to the 
Trump administration using 
the AUMF as a basis for war 
against a sovereign gov¬ 
ernment. That type of ac¬ 
tion, he and others have 
argued, required approval 
by Congress. 

U.S. officials said the order 
approved by Trump does 
not include any mandate 
for the U.S. to take Syria's 
oil. Trump has said multiple 
times that the U.S. is "keep¬ 
ing the oil." But the White 
Flouse and the Pentagon 
have so far been unable 
to explain what he means 


by that. Defense Secretary 
Mark Esper said Friday he 
"interprets" Trump's remarks 
to mean the military should 
deny IS access to the oil 
fields. There were already a 
couple hundred U.S. troops 
around Deir el-Zour, and 
additional forces with ar¬ 
mored vehicles, including 
Bradley infantry carriers, 
have begun moving in. Of¬ 
ficials have said the total 
force there could grow to 
about 500. 

Trump, Esper and other de¬ 
fense leaders have said it's 
important to protect the oil 
so that Islamic State mili¬ 
tants can't regain control 
of the area and use the 
revenues to finance their 
operations. 

Currently, the U.S.-backed 
Syrian Kurdish forces have 
controlled the oil, support¬ 
ed by a small contingent 
of U.S. troops. A quiet ar¬ 
rangement has existed be¬ 
tween the Kurds and the 
Syrian government, where¬ 
by Damascus buys the sur¬ 
plus through middlemen in 
a smuggling operation that 
has continued despite po¬ 
litical differences. The Kurd¬ 
ish-led administration sells 
crude oil to private refiners, 
who use primitive home¬ 
made refineries to process 
fuel and diesel and sell it 
back to the administration. 
It's unclear how long that 
agreement may continue. 
And if some dispute arises, 
U.S. troops must have clear 
guidance on how to re¬ 
spond. 

U.S. forces can use military 
force to protect them¬ 
selves. But the oil fields 
are expansive, and troops 
can't be everywhere. If, for 
example, Syrian govern¬ 
ment troops try to retake a 
portion of an oil facility and 
U.S. troops are not nearby, 
it's unclear now how much 
force they could use if 
they aren't acting in self- 
defense. □ 
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Agency: All states should require bicyclists to wear helmets 


By TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — A govern¬ 
ment agency is recom¬ 
mending that all 50 states 
enact laws requiring bicy¬ 
clists to wear helmets to 
stem an increase in bicycle 
deaths on U.S. roadways. 
The recommendation was 
among several issued by 
the National Transportation 
Safety Board after a hear¬ 
ing Tuesday on bicycle 
safety. 

The agency says 857 bicy¬ 
clists died in crashes with 
motor vehicles in the U.S. 
last year, a 6.3% increase 
over 2017. Bicycle deaths 
rose even though total 
road deaths fell 2.4%. 

The NTSB also found that 
improved road designs to 
separate bicycle and ve¬ 
hicle traffic, and making bi¬ 
cyclists more visible through 
clothing, lights and tech¬ 
nology would reduce the 
number of cyclist deaths. 
The agency wrote in its re¬ 
port that head injuries are 
the leading cause of bi¬ 
cycle fatalities, and that 
use of a helmet is the most 
effective way for riders to 
reduce their chance of 
getting a serious head in¬ 
jury. Research shows fewer 
than half of bicyclists wear 
helmets, according to the 
NTSB. 

"If we do not mitigate head 
injury for more bicyclists, 
additional bicyclists will 
die," NTSB Chairman Robert 
Sumwalt said. 

Such a requirement may 
prove difficult politically. 
Currently no states require 
all bicyclists to wear hel¬ 


mets, but many require 
them for younger riders, 
according to the Gover¬ 
nors Highway Safety Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Nineteen states plus Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., require mo¬ 
torcyclists to wear helmets, 
while 28 require them 
mainly for younger riders 
and three states have no 
requirement, the associa¬ 
tion said. 

The NTSB also recommend¬ 
ed that the National High¬ 
way Traffic Safety Admin¬ 
istration evaluate a car's 
ability to avoid crashes 
with bicycles as part of 
the agency's planned up¬ 
date of its five-star crash 
test ratings program. Col¬ 
lision avoidance technol¬ 
ogy, such as automatic 
emergency braking or 
pedestrian detection sys¬ 
tems, could be modified to 
detect bicycles, the NTSB 
wrote in a report. The report 
said that delays by NHTSA 
in updating the new car 
ratings program "have like¬ 
ly slowed the development 
of important safety systems 
for vulnerable road users 
and their implementation 
into the vehicle fleet." 
NHTSA has said it plans a 
significant update to its au¬ 
tomobile crash test ratings 
next year, and it will look at 
including new technology 
to make roads safer. The 
agency said it would study 
new test procedures and 
updates to its rating system 
for automobiles, as well as 
technology that will better 
protect pedestrians and bi¬ 
cyclists. 

Also, slow progress by the 


FINE WINES AND SP] FLITS 
SPECIALITY STORE 


PONTON 75A 
ORANJESTAD, ARUBA 
+297 Sm 7676 

BUSINESS HOURS: 
WEDNESDAY to SATURDAY 
10AM - 6PM 



THE PHI&ONER 
WINE COMPANY 


ANT1NOH ] 


fir**/ ■■ 




C ATTN AZA FATA 



MAURO 


PAUL HOBBS 

WINERY 


( e.cuigaT) 


Kormwtm 

piutm 


WWW.HHFINEW1NE5ANDSPIRJTS.CC5M fJIS) 



In this Aug. 13, 2019, file photo, a bicyclist rides on a bike lane through Harvard Square in 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Associated Press 


Department of Transpor¬ 
tation in developing stan¬ 
dards for connected ve¬ 
hicle technology has de¬ 
layed use of potential life¬ 
saving devices, the NTSB 
wrote. 

The NTSB report said that 
one-quarter of all fatal col¬ 


lisions with bicycles hap¬ 
pened as a motorist was 
overtaking a bicyclist on 
stretches of roads between 
intersections. 

Intersection crashes were 
more frequent, but crashes 
outside intersections often 
were fatal more often be¬ 


cause vehicles tend to be 
traveling faster, the agen¬ 
cy wrote. 

The NTSB investigates 
crashes and makes recom¬ 
mendations in an effort to 
stop them from happening 
again. It last issued a report 
on bicycle safety in 19720 
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Lawyer: Trump's phone records back details of woman's claim 
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In this Oct. 18,2018, file photo. Summer Zervos leaves New York state appellate court in New York. 

Associated Press 


By JENNIFER PELTZ 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump's cell 
phone records show a call 
to a former "Apprentice" 
contestant on a day when 
she says he subjected her 
to unwanted kissing and 
groping, according to a 
court filing. 

Records filed in Summer 
Zervos 1 defamation suit and 
obtained Monday by The 
Associated Press indicate 
that Zervos got a call from 
Trump’s phone on a day in 
December 2007, when she 
says he rang to invite her to 
dinner. She says she went 
hoping for career advice 
and ended up being sexu¬ 
ally assaulted. 

The records also show a 
call to Zervos from Trump's 
phone the next afternoon 
and calls from her to his 
phone in the following 
months. Her lawyers say the 
phone calls support that 
she's telling the truth. 

Trump lawyer Marc Kasow- 
itz said Monday that Zervos' 
claims "are entirely meritless 
and not corroborated by 


any documents." 

Zervos, a California restau¬ 
rateur, was on the Trump- 
hosted reality show "The 
Apprentice" in 2006. She 
says she later contacted 
him in hopes of furthering 
her career. 

Zervos says the then-busi¬ 


nessman made unwanted 
advances twice in Decem¬ 
ber 2007: once in his Trump 
Tower office in New York, 
and later at the Beverly Hills 
Hotel in California. 

She was among more than 
a dozen women who came 
forward during his 2016 


presidential campaign to 
accuse him of sexual as¬ 
sault or sexual harassment 
over the years. 

Trump called them "liars" 
trying to harm him with "100 
percent fabricated" stories. 
He also issued a statement 
denying Zervos' allegations 


and retweeted a message 
calling them "a hoax." 

Both Trump and Zervos are 
Republicans. 

Zervos sued Trump for def¬ 
amation, saying he dam¬ 
aged her reputation by 
calling her a liar. 

The phone records show 
"that numerous specific 
details that Ms. Zervos has 
provided about those in¬ 
teractions are true," Zervos 
attorney Mariann Wang 
wrote in a previously re¬ 
dacted portion of an Oct. 
24 court filing. At the time, 
Trump's lawyers were ob¬ 
jecting to public disclosure 
of the phone records, but 
they have since dropped 
their opposition. 

The phone records are for 
a now-defunct Trump cell¬ 
phone number that leaked 
during the campaign: he 
later invited people to call 
it for a campaign message. 
The phone records show 
a call to Zervos from Los 
Angeles on Dec. 21, 2007, 
when Trump's calendar 
shows he was due to fly 
there and head to the Bev¬ 
erly Hills Hotel.Q 


911 supervisor played Netflix movie as caller sought help 


CORAL SPRINGS, Fla. (AP) 

— A South Florida 911 
dispatch supervisor was 
watching "I Am Mother" on 
Netflix while a caller unsuc¬ 
cessfully tried to get help 
after someone shot out her 
car's windshield, an internal 
affairs investigation found. 
Records show a 34-minute 
delay in the June 9 call be¬ 
ing dispatched to an offi¬ 
cer. 

The victim told the South 
Florida SunSentinel she 
called back 16 minutes lat¬ 
er and finally drove herself 
to the Coral Springs police 


station after being told an 
officer was on the way. 

"It was a very hard situa¬ 
tion," Guadalupe Herrera 
told the newspaper. "It was 
a drive-by shooting. My 
windshield was shattered. 
Nobody showed up." 
Investigators later learned 
the call was logged as a 
"suspicious incident" rather 
than a priority. Investigators 
wanted to know how the 
error happened and how 
the supervisor missed it. 

As part of an internal affairs 
investigation, investigators 
pulled data from supervi¬ 


sor Julie Vidaud’s computer 
and found the most used 
applications were Netflix, 
Hulu and Xfinity TV. They 
learned the Hilary Swank 
movie was playing for two 
hours during the time Her¬ 
rera tried to get help. 
Vidaud told Sgt. Dave Kirk¬ 
land that movies played 
in the background as she 
worked. 

The report noted that Vi¬ 
daud said "there was a 
good chance that Netflix 
was running but she would 
not have been watching 
during that period of time." 


Kirkland told Vidaud the 
call was handled so badly 
he would describe it as a 
"catastrophic failure," the 
report said. 

He noted in the report that 
Vidaud spends an inordi¬ 
nate amount of time con¬ 
ducting personal business 
on her police work com¬ 
puter, including watching 
movies and streaming TV. 
According to Kirkland, the 
911 dispatcher who han¬ 
dled the first call from Her¬ 
rera was fired. The second 
person was disciplined and 
has since been terminated. 


The investigation was in¬ 
conclusive on what Vidaud 
was doing at the time of 
the incident, but she's fac¬ 
ing discipline for "failure to 
supervise," and is expected 
to receive a two-day sus¬ 
pension without pay, po¬ 
lice said. 

She promised she would no 
longer have Netflix play¬ 
ing at work, according to 
the report. The agency has 
now changed its policy to 
prohibit any streaming of 
media services during shifts, 
the agency told the news¬ 
paper. □ 
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Son: Extradition apparently 
underway for Lithuanian ex-judge 



This 2012 photo provided by Juozas Valiusaitis shows Neringa 
Venckiene in Lithuania. 


By MICHAEL TARM 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — The son 

of a former Lithuanian law¬ 
maker and judge wanted 
in her homeland in con¬ 
nection to claims she 
made about a pedophile 
ring said Tuesday that his 
mother's extradition from 
Chicago appears to be 
underway. Karolis Venckus 
tells The Associated Press 
his mother, 48-year-old 
Neringa Venckiene, mes¬ 
saged him Tuesday to say 
her Chicago jail guards 
told her to collect her be¬ 
longings and that she was 
being taken away. 
Venckus, who lived with his 
mother in Chicago until her 
arrest in early 2018, says the 
two have been in almost 
daily contact. 

Venckiene waged a nearly 
two-year legal battle from 
a Chicago jail to avoid her 
forced return. A federal 
appeals court earlier in 
2019 deemed Venckiene's 
extradition lawful and in 
mid-October the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court declined to 
hear her appeal, dashing 
her last hopes of remaining 
in the U.S., where she lived 
since 2013. 

Three weeks ago, federal 
officials said in court filings 
that there were no lon¬ 
ger any legal obstacles to 
sending Venckiene back 
to Lithuania. Venckiene's 
Chicago lawyer, Michael 
Monico, agreed all signs 
are U.S. authorities began 
the process Tuesday of put¬ 
ting his client on a plane to 
Lithuania. "It's absolutely 
terrible," he added. 

A message left for spokes¬ 
men at the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons was not immedi¬ 
ately returned. The U.S. at¬ 
torney's office in Chicago, 
which has overseen the ex¬ 
tradition process, declined 
comment. 

The once-rising judicial star 
who led an anti-pedophil- 
ia movement in Lithuania 
that swept her and six oth¬ 
ers into parliament in 2012, 
told The Associated Press 
in an interview from jail last 
year that because of her 
work she feared for her life 
if she was returned to Lithu¬ 
ania. 


She fled the Baltic nation 
with Venckus, then a teen¬ 
ager, to seek political asy¬ 
lum in the U.S. in 2013. They 
settled in the Chicago sub¬ 
urb of Crystal Lake, where 
friends described her as 
bright and kind but trau¬ 
matized by the drama that 
engulfed her in Lithuania. 
Venckiene was working as 
a florist when U.S. agents 
arrested her in 2018 at Lith¬ 
uania's request. The charg¬ 
es she faces in Lithuania in¬ 
clude disobeying an order 
to relinquish custody of her 
4-year-old niece, who she 
alleged was victimized by 
the network she sought to 
expose. She also is accused 
of hitting an officer as doz¬ 
ens of police pried the girl 
from her arms in a raid. 


The 7th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruled in July 
that if the U.S. didn't fulfill 
its obligations under extra¬ 
dition treaties by returning 
Venckiene to Lithuania, 
"the United States risks los¬ 
ing the ability to obtain the 
extraditions of people who 
commit crimes here and 
flee to other countries." 
Venckiene was a central 
figure in a scandal that 
gripped and divided her 
nation of 3 million people. 
She is viewed by some 
Lithuanians as a heroine for 
exposing a seedy criminal 
network and by others as a 
manipulator who fabricat¬ 
ed the pedophilia claims. 
Venckiene based her alle¬ 
gations about a pedophile 
network, in part, on a 2009 


video in which her niece 
graphically describes sev¬ 
eral men sexually abusing 
her. But authorities said 
they weren't able to cor¬ 
roborate the girl's claims. 
The events surrounding 
Venckiene included the 
slaying of another judge 
accused of molesting her 
niece, and the death of 


Associated Press 

Venckiene’s brother who 
leveled the initial child- 
abuse accusation and was 
a suspect in the judge's 
murder. Months after her 
brother's death, another 
man he accused died by 
falling off an all-terrain ve¬ 
hicle into a shallow pool of 
water. Investigators ruled 
the death a drowning.□ 
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UK parties promise end to Brexit agony if they win election 



Leader of Britain's Liberal Democrats party Jo Swinson speaks at the launch of the party's general 
election campaign in London, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2019. Britain goes to the polls on Dec. 12. 

Associated Press 


By JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Britain's 
three major national po¬ 
litical parties wooed wea¬ 
ry voters on Tuesday, all 
promising an end to Brexit 
wrangling if they win next 
month's national elec¬ 
tion — but offering starkly 
different visions of how to 
achieve that. 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
says if his Conservative Par¬ 
ty wins the Dec. 12 poll, he 
will get Parliament to ratify 
his divorce deal with the 
European Union and Britain 
will leave the bloc by Jan. 
31. 

The main opposition La¬ 
bour Party says it will take 
a bit longer — six months 
— to end more than three 
years of uncertainty trig¬ 
gered by voters' decision in 
2016 to leave the 28-nation 
EU after more than four de¬ 
cades of membership. 
Left-of-center Labour says 
if it wins, within six months it 
will negotiate a new Brexit 
divorce deal that keeps 
close relations between 
Britain and the EU, then 
hold a national referen¬ 
dum on whether to leave 


on those terms or remain in 
the bloc. 

Labour leader Jeremy Cor- 
byn hasn't said which side 
he would support in such 
a referendum. Johnson 
urged him in an open letter 
Monday to "come clean 
and explain what your plan 
really is." 

Corbyn insisted Tuesday 


that "Labour's plan for Brexit 
is clear and simple" and 
said he was right to try to 
appeal both to the 52% of 
voters who opted to leave 
the EU in 2016 and the 48% 
who wanted to remain. 
"Anybody seeking to be¬ 
come prime minister must 
talk to and listen to the 
whole country," Corbyn 


told Labour supporters in 
Harlow, a town northeast 
of London that voted in 
2016 to leave the EU. "La¬ 
bour stands not just for the 
52% or the 48%, but for the 
99%." 

Corbyn said "the Brexit cri¬ 


sis needs to be resolved 
but it must be done dem¬ 
ocratically." Meanwhile, 
the centrist, pro-EU Liberal 
Democrats are trying to 
lure voters away from the 
bigger parties with a prom¬ 
ise to scrap Brexit alto¬ 
gether. They said Tuesday 
that ending the economic 
uncertainty around Brexit 
would boost the economy 
and allow the government 
to put another 50 billion 
pounds ($64 billion) —what 
they call a "remain bonus" 
— into public services. 

The party currently has just 
20 of the 650 seats in Parlia¬ 
ment, but leader Jo Swin¬ 
son said Tuesday that this 
election "is a moment for 
seismic change." 

"This is not a normal elec¬ 
tion," she told supporters 
in London. "It's not a typi¬ 
cal choice about whether 
you want the red team or 
the blue team (Labour or 
the Conservatives) to be 
in government for a few 
more years. . Because on 
this issue they merge into 
one.'Q 


3 Italian firefighters killed 
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in building explosion 



Firefighters search among debris following an explosion in a 
building in Quargnento, Northern Italy, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
MILAN (AP) — Three Ital¬ 
ian firefighters were killed 
early Tuesday in a building 
explosion that appears to 
have been deliberate in 
the northwestern region of 
Piedmont. Sky TG24 report¬ 
ed that the firefighters were 
responding to a report of 
an explosion in an unoccu¬ 
pied farm building in Ales¬ 
sandria province when a 
second, stronger blast oc¬ 
curred. Three other first re¬ 
sponders were injured. 
Prosecutor Enrico Cierci 
told reporters that a timer 
and a gas canister have 
been found in the rubble. 


which "makes us think that 
the explosion was deliber¬ 
ate." 

No motive was immedi¬ 
ately clear, but Alessandria 
police superintendent Mi¬ 
chele Morelli told Sky TG24 
there was no indication of 
terrorist involvement. 

Sky TG24 reported that 
the timer was remote-con¬ 
trolled, and that the owner 
of the farm building, which 
had been renovated and 
has been up for sale for 
two years, had been ques¬ 
tioned. An adjacent farm 
building that was part of 
the complex was not dam¬ 
aged. □ 
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Anti-police violence surges in the tough suburbs of Paris 



In this photo taken on Monday, Nov. 4,2019, a view of the charred debris of a circus in Chanteloup- 
les-Vignes, west of Paris. 


By JOHN LEICESTER 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — A resurgence 
of anti-police violence has 
emerged in the long-trou¬ 
bled towns around Paris, 
signs that lawlessness still 
simmers in French urban 
hotspots that exploded in 
three weeks of rioting in 
2005. 

Violence on Saturday night 
in Chanteloup-les-Vignes 
and recent flare-ups in 
other tough neighbor¬ 
hoods west of Paris have 
not matched the inten¬ 
sity or destructiveness of 
the unrest that spread 
to hundreds of towns in 
2005. But French authori¬ 
ties are alarmed because 
the violence appears pre¬ 
planned, with ambushes 
deliberately set to target 
police. 

Police union officials sus¬ 
pect that rival gangs from 
different tough neighbor¬ 


hoods are competing for 
bragging rights in their at¬ 
tacks and are reveling 
in the media coverage 
they're generating, even 
egging each other on in 


social media. 

In Chanteloup-les-Vignes, 
hooded attackers hid in 
bushes, waiting to spring 
their trap. When police ar¬ 
rived, responding to calls 


Associated Press 

about a fire, they pounced. 
Under cover of darkness, 
roaming youths showered 
officers with projectiles and 
powerful fireworks that filled 
the night skies with sparks 


and thundering explosions. 
Unlike the riots of 2005, 
which were sparked by 
the deaths of two teen¬ 
age boys electrocuted in 
a power substation as of¬ 
ficers were chasing them, 
the latest attacks have no 
obvious trigger. And while 
rioters in 2005 seethed with 
anger over deep-seated 
perceived social and eco¬ 
nomic injustices, those at¬ 
tacking police now seem 
simply to be reveling in their 
violence. 

The sustained violence in 
2005 prompted much soul- 
searching about France's 
failure to integrate its mil¬ 
lions of immigrants and 
their French-born children 
living in desolate housing 
projects blighted by high 
unemployment and limited 
prospects. 

Those concerns remain un¬ 
resolved, nearly 15 years 
later.Q 


Germany’s Merkel: Discontent doesn’t bring ‘right to hatred’ 


Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — Chancellor 
Angela Merkel says that 
disillusionment and discon¬ 
tent with the German gov¬ 
ernment don't give people 
any "right to hatred," an al¬ 
lusion to a far-right party's 
strong recent election per¬ 
formance in eastern Ger¬ 
many. Alternative for Ger¬ 
many, or AfD, has polled 
over 20% and finished sec¬ 
ond in state elections in 
Saxony, Brandenburg and 
Thuringia in the past two 
months. It is particularly 


strong in the ex-communist 
east, where many people 
still feel disadvantaged, 30 
years after German reunifi¬ 
cation. 

Asked about those elec¬ 
tion performances, Merkel 
acknowledged in an in¬ 
terview with Der Spiegel 
magazine published Tues¬ 
day that some people and 
regions in eastern Germany 
haven't had it easy. 

"But one must also say 
clearly 30 years later: Even 
if you are not satisfied with 
public transport, medical 


care, government action 
overall or your own life, that 
doesn't lead to a right to 
hatred or disdain for other 
people or even violence," 
she added. "We live in free¬ 
dom — people can speak 
and vote accordingly," 
Merkel said. She stressed 
that her job is to serve ev¬ 
eryone in Germany — "so 
the assumption that I should 
take care primarily of the 
interests of eastern Ger¬ 
mans is wrong but, if you 
follow it, it of course leads 
to disappointment.'O 



German Chancellor Angela Merkel stands in a park after laying 
down flowers at a memorial place and freshly planted trees for 
the victims of the neo-Nazi 'Nationalist Socialist Underground' 
NSU in Zwickau, eastern Germany, Monday, Nov. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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3 protesters killed in clashes as Iraq tries to reopen port 


By QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — At least 
three anti-government pro¬ 
testers have been killed in 
clashes with security forces 
in southern Iraq, officials 
said Tuesday, as authorities 
tried to reopen the coun¬ 
try's main port, which had 
been blocked by demon¬ 
strators for three days. 
Security and medical of¬ 
ficials said a protester was 
killed and eight more were 
wounded in Umm Qasr, 
a key oil terminal on the 
Persian Gulf. The Iraqi High 
Commission for Human 
Rights, a semi-official agen¬ 
cy, said two people were 
killed and 23 wounded in 
clashes in the southern city 
of Nasiriyah. 

The officials, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because they were not au¬ 
thorized to talk to reporters, 
said security forces in Umm 
Qasr fired live ammunition 
and tear gas, and that pro¬ 
testers seized an armored 
vehicle. Video showed 
dozens of protesters run¬ 
ning on a road near the 
port with gunfire crackling 
in the distance. 

"This is Iraqi blood on the 
ground!" one of the protest¬ 
ers screamed. "Iraqi blood 
is being spilled because of 
this rotten government." 
Security forces in Iraq have 



Protesters stage a sit-in under a bridge that leads to the Green Zone where many government 
offices and embassies are located, during ongoing anti-government protests in Baghdad, Iraq, 
Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2019. 


killed at least 267 protesters 
in two major waves of anti¬ 
government demonstra¬ 
tions since Oct. 1 in Bagh¬ 
dad and across the mostly 
Shiite south. The protesters 
want an overhaul of the 
political system established 
after the 2003 U.S.-led inva¬ 
sion, accusing the govern¬ 
ment and major parties of 
corruption and incompe¬ 
tence in dealing with the 
economy and unemploy¬ 
ment. 

In southern Iraq, protest¬ 
ers have ransacked and 


torched the offices of po¬ 
litical parties linked to Iran. 
On Sunday night, they at¬ 
tacked the Iranian Consul¬ 
ate in the Shiite holy city 
of Karbala. In Baghdad, 
protesters crossed a Tigris 
River bridge on Monday 
and clashed with security 
forces near the headquar¬ 
ters of state-run TV and the 
office of Prime Minister Adel 
Abdul-Mahdi. At least five 
protesters and a member 
of the security forces were 
killed, and scores were 
wounded. The protesters 


Associated Press 

set tires and trash contain¬ 
ers ablaze within 500 me¬ 
ters (yards) of the offices, 
sending huge clouds of 
black smoke into the sky. 
Netblocks, a group that 
monitors worldwide internet 
access, reported a major 
shutdown by Iraqi authori¬ 
ties overnight, with usage 
in Baghdad and southern 
Iraq dropping to 19% of 
normal. It said the internet 
was partially restored early 
Tuesday, but that "some 
networks are still offline and 
social media and messag¬ 


ing apps remain blocked 
or degraded." Authorities 
shut down internet access 
and blocked social media 
sites several times during 
the protests in October, but 
Netblocks said the latest 
shutdown was the most se¬ 
vere yet. 

Abdul-Mahdi has ex¬ 
pressed support for the 
protesters' demands and 
condemned violence on 
all sides while resisting calls 
to step down. He has urged 
protesters to reopen roads 
so that life can return to 
normal, saying the disrup¬ 
tions are costing billions of 
dollars. 

He met with senior judicial 
and security officials at the 
Federal Police Headquar¬ 
ters late Monday to dis¬ 
cuss how to restore stability 
while preserving the right 
to protest and to protect 
private property, a govern¬ 
ment statement said. 

The British Embassy urged 
Iraq's government to en¬ 
sure security forces "protect 
protesters and act appro¬ 
priately." It said on its Face- 
book page: "Peaceful pro¬ 
test is the right of the Iraqi 
people. Violence against 
them is unacceptable." 

U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo said last week that 
Iraq's government should 
listen to the protesters' "le¬ 
gitimate demands.'Q 


Yemen’s government, separatists sign deal to stop infighting 


By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Yemen's in¬ 
ternationally recognized 
government signed a pow¬ 
er-sharing deal on Tuesday 
with southern separatists 
backed by the United Arab 
Emirates. The deal aims to 
end months of infighting in 
the country's south. 

The two groups are in an 
alliance against Yemen's 
Houthi rebels. But their 
deadly clashes have ex¬ 
posed a potential rift in 
the anti-Houthi bloc and 
threatened to further de¬ 
stabilize the Arab world's 
poorest country. 

Saudi Arabia's state TV 
broadcast the signing cer¬ 
emony in the Saudi capi¬ 
tal, Riyadh. That's where 
Yemen's president. Abed 



In this photo released by the Saudi Royal Palace, Yemeni Southern 
Transitional Council member and former Aden Governor Nasser 
al-Khabji, left, and Yemen's deputy Prime Minister Salem al- 
Khanbashi sign a power-sharing deal in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 


Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2019. 

Rabbo Mansour Hadi, has 
been in exile since 2014, 
when the Houthis took con¬ 
trol of the capital Sanaa 
and much of northern Ye- 


Associated Press 

men. 

In August, the UAE-backed 
southern separatists took 
control of Aden, the tem¬ 
porary capital, from forces 


loyal to Hadi, which are 
backed by Saudi Arabia. 
Tuesday's power-sharing 
deal allows for President 
Hadi to return to Aden and 
envisages a new Cabinet. 
A copy of the deal ob¬ 
tained by The Associated 
Press also shows the sepa¬ 
ratists agreed to disband 
their militias, which would 
be integrated into Hadi's 
forces within three months. 
In return, the southern sep¬ 
aratists are to take part in 
United Nations-brokered 
talks between Hadi's gov¬ 
ernment and the Houthi 
rebels. 

Those talks aim to end the 
wider conflict in Yemen, 
which has killed tens of 
thousands of people and 
caused near-famine con¬ 
ditions in some areas. 


The agreement further dic¬ 
tates that both sides pull 
their forces out of Aden, 
and says all sides would be 
under the Saudi-led coali¬ 
tion's control. It leaves only 
a unit of the presidential 
guard in Aden to protect 
Hadi, while coalition forces 
will protect the southern 
separatists' leaders. 

Peter Salisbury, Yemen ex¬ 
pert at the Crisis Interna¬ 
tional Group, a Brussels- 
based think tank, said the 
agreement solves two 
short-term problems, if it 
can be successfully imple¬ 
mented. It prevents a war- 
within-a-war between the 
southern separatists and 
Hadi's government. It also 
provides more credibility to 
future government nego¬ 
tiations with the Houthis. □ 
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At trade show, Xi pledges steps to open Chinese markets 



Chinese President Xi Jinping is seen on a live broadcast speaking at the media center during the 
opening of the China International Import Expo in Shanghai, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By DAKE KANG 
JOE MCDONALD 
Associated Press 
SHANGHAI (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Xi Jinping promised 
more gradual market¬ 
opening steps at the start 
of an import fair Tuesday 
but no initiatives on tech¬ 
nology policy and other ir¬ 
ritants that sparked a tariff 
war with Washington. 

The second China Interna¬ 
tional Import Expo showcas¬ 
es the country's vast import 
market of 1.4 billion people 
to help deflect complaints 
that it improperly subsidizes 
industries and shields them 
from competition. It offers 
a marketing platform for 
foreign suppliers of goods 
from wine to yachts but 
does less for companies 
that already are estab¬ 
lished in China. 

"The door that China is 
opening will only open 
further and wider," Xi said 
in a speech to an audi- 


Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — An 

American man was among 
three prisoners who staged 
a violent escape from a 
courthouse in the town of 
Pattaya in eastern Thai¬ 
land, prison officials said 
Tuesday. 

Corrections Department 
Director-General Noras 
Savestana said in a state¬ 
ment that the three, who 
were shackled, escaped 
Monday while being 
moved from a holding area 
to a courtroom. 

The three face drug traf¬ 
ficking charges that carry 
a possible death sentence. 
CCTV footage showed one 
stabbing a guard who tried 
to stop them and another 
forcing a guard at gun- 


ence that included French 
President Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron and prime ministers 
of Greece, Jamaica and 


point to hand over keys to 
unlock a secured area so 
they could make their es¬ 
cape in a nearby pickup 
truck. 

Thai media reported Tues¬ 
day that the injured guard 
was recovering in a hos¬ 
pital. The Bangkok Post 
said the pickup truck had 
been found abandoned in 
a nearby district and two 
people suspected of aid¬ 
ing the escape had been 
arrested. 

The Correction Depart¬ 
ment statement identified 
the American as 40-year- 
old Bart Allen Helmus, who 
is believed to be the person 
who stabbed the guard. 
The two others were his Thai 
wife, Sirinapa Wisetrit, and 
a Thai male named Noi, or 


Serbia. Xi affirmed prom¬ 
ises to reduce restrictions 
on foreign investment and 
an offer, first made in June, 


Tone, Nilthes. All had been 
charged with possession of 
dangerous drugs with in¬ 
tent to sell. 

Helmus and his wife were 
arrested in July after what 
was reported at the time 
to be a sting operation in 
which a police undercover 
agent bought 10 grams (a 
third of an ounce) of crystal 
methamphetamine from 
them. 

Police said they seized 
almost a kilogram (2.2 
pounds) of the drug from 
them, as well as a gun with 
200 bullets and 205,500 
baht ($6,800) in cash. 
Pattaya is a popular tourist 
destination but is also infa¬ 
mous for vice and crime, 
attracting more than its 
share of foreign criminals.□ 


to accelerate work on a 
China-Europe investment 
treaty. 

Beijing has announced 
plans over the past two 
years to make its state- 
dominated economy more 
productive. They include 
cutting import tariffs and 
abolishing limits on foreign 
ownership in auto manu¬ 
facturing, finance and oth¬ 
er fields. 

None directly addresses 
U.S., European and other 
complaints about technol¬ 
ogy policies and other irri¬ 
tants that prompted Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump to hike 
tariffs on Chinese imports, 
setting off a trade war that 
threatens to chill global 
growth. 

Xi made no mention of the 
battle with Washington 
but called for building and 
"open and shared world 
economy." 

Macron said market en¬ 
try must be "accelerated, 
made more transparent" 
and he appealed for equal 
treatment in subsidies and 
legal remedies. 

Macron expressed hope 


a U.S.-Chinese settlement 
will "safeguard the interests 
of China's and the United 
States' other major trading 
partners, starting with the 
European Union." 

American and Chinese ne¬ 
gotiators announced what 
Trump called a "Phase 1" 
agreement Oct. 12 after 
talks in Washington. Envoys 
are negotiating the details. 
The two sides have report¬ 
ed no progress on their big¬ 
gest disputes and econo¬ 
mists say a final settlement 
is unlikely this year. 

On a conference call Tues¬ 
day with reporters. Com¬ 
merce Secretary Wilbur 
Ross said he was "reason¬ 
ably optimistic" the Phase 
1 talks would be finished. 
He said more difficult issues 
would wait for later rounds. 
"We're hoping Phase 1 
will be a precursor of later 
agreements," Ross said. 

Xi and Trump were to have 
met at this month's gather¬ 
ing of Asia-Pacific leaders 
in Chile, but the event was 
canceled due to protests 
there. Ross said the two 
sides are looking for a dif¬ 
ferent location. 

The European Union is look¬ 
ing for "real, substantial" 
progress on the investment 
treaty before an EU-China 
summit in the second half 
of 2020, the EU Delegation 
in Beijing said in a state¬ 
ment. 

Beijing is trying to shore up 
consumer demand after 
economic growth sank to 
a multi-decade low of 6 % 
over a year ago in the lat¬ 
est quarter. 

The ruling Communist Party 
is looking to consumers to 
propel economic growth, 
replacing trade and in¬ 
vestment. But shoppers are 
uneasy about the trade 
war and possible job loss¬ 
es. They are spending less, 
which has battered sales 
of autos, real estate and 
other goodsO 


American among 3 drug prisoners in 
escape from Thai court 
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DAILY FROM 4PM - 7PM ON WEDNESDAY 
ALL NIGHT LONG!!! 3-COURSE DINNER 


INDOOR & OUTDOOR 
SEATING LARGE TERRACE 
WITH LIVE MUSIC 

NOT VALID IN COMBINATION WITH OTHER OFFERS 


LOCATED AT ARAWAK CARDEN, 

Palm Beach FOR reservations CALL: (+297} 586 8600 « R O WECARE i YUMMYARUBA.comVft- 

OPEN FROM 4pm - 11pm WWW.TANG0ARUBA.COM H © O v °ur online Aruba restaurant guide 


Drug cartel gunmen kill 9 US citizens in an ambush in Mexico 


By MARK STEVENSON 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Drug 
cartel gunmen ambushed 
three SUVs along a dirt 
road, slaughtering six chil¬ 
dren and three women 
— all U.S. citizens living in 
northern Mexico — in a 
grisly attack that left one 
vehicle a burned-out, bul¬ 
let-riddled hulk, authorities 
said Tuesday. 

The dead included 
8-month-old twins. Eight 
youngsters were found 
alive after escaping from 
the vehicles and hiding 
in the brush, but at least 
five had gunshot wounds 
or other injuries and were 
taken to Phoenix for treat¬ 
ment. 

The attackers apparently 
killed one woman, Christina 
Langford Johnson, after 
she jumped out of her ve¬ 
hicle and waved her hands 
to show she wasn't a threat, 
according to family mem¬ 
bers and prosecutors. 
Mexican Security Secretary 
Alfonso Durazo said the 
gunmen may have mistak¬ 
en the group's large SUVs 
for those of rival gangs. 

The bloodshed took place 
Monday in a remote, 
mountainous area in north¬ 
ern Mexico where the 
Sinaloa cartel has been 
engaged in a turf war. The 
victims had set out to see 
relatives in Mexico; one 
woman was headed to the 
airport in Phoenix to meet 
her husband. 

"There's apparently a war 
right now," a relative of the 
dead who did not want his 
name used for fear of repri¬ 
sals said wearily. "It's been 
going on for too long." 
While a drug-related vio¬ 



This combination of frames from Nov. 4, 2019, video by Kenny 
Miller and posted on the Twitter account of Alex LeBaron shows 
two views of a burned-out vehicle that was being used by some 
members of the LeBaron family as they were driving in a convoy 
near the Sonora-Chihuahua border in Mexico. 


lence has been raging for 
years in Mexico, the attack 
underscored the way car¬ 
tel gunmen have become 
increasingly unconcerned 
about killing children as 
collateral damage. 

Around the ambush scene, 
which stretched for miles, 
investigators found over 
200 shell casings, mostly 
from assault rifles. 

In a tweet. President Don¬ 
ald Trump offered to help 
Mexico "wage WAR on 
the drug cartels and wipe 
them off the face of the 
earth." But Mexican Presi¬ 
dent Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador rejected that ap¬ 
proach, saying his prede¬ 
cessors waged war, "and it 
didn't work." 

The victims lived in Sonora 
state, about 70 miles (110 
kilometers) south of Doug¬ 
las, Arizona, in the ham¬ 
let of La Mora, which was 


Associated Press 

founded decades ago by 
an offshoot of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. 

A number of such Ameri¬ 
can farming communities 
are clustered around the 
Chihuahua-Sonora state 
border. Many members 
were born in Mexico and 
have dual citizenship. While 
some of the splinter groups 
were once polygamous, 
many no longer are. 

All of the victims were ap¬ 
parently related to the ex¬ 
tended LeBaron family in 
Chihuahua, whose mem¬ 
bers have run afoul of the 
drug traffickers over the 
years. Benjamin LeBaron, 
an anti-crime activist who 
founded neighborhood 
patrols against cartels, was 
killed in 2009. 

Prosecutors said Johnson, 
the woman who waved 
her arms, was found 15 


yards (meters) away from 
her Suburban van, shot 
to death. Her 7-month- 
old daughter. Faith Marie 
Johnson, was discovered 
uninjured in her car seat. 
Kendra Miller, a relative, 
wrote that the baby's car 
seat "seemed to be put 
on the floor by her mother 
to try and protect her. ... 
She gave her life to try and 
save the rest." 

A short distance away, 
Dawna Ray Langford, 43, 
lay dead in the front seat of 
another Suburban, along 
with the bullet-riddled bod¬ 
ies of her sons, ages 11 and 
2 . 

Of the children who es¬ 
caped, one had been shot 
in the face, another in the 
foot. One girl suffered gun¬ 
shot wounds to her back 
and foot. 

Cowering in the brush, one 
boy hid the other children 
and then walked back to 
La Mora to get help. An¬ 
other girl, who was initially 
listed as missing, walked off 
in another direction, de¬ 
spite her gunshot wounds, 
to get help. 

A group of male relatives 
set out to try to rescue the 
youngsters but turned back 
when they heard gunfire 
ahead. 

The relative who did not 
want his name used said 
in an interview that when 
they finally made it to the 
scene where the ambush 
started — about 11 miles 
(18 kilometers) from where 
the two other mothers 
were killed — they found a 
burned-out Chevy Tahoe. 
Inside, they saw the charred 
remains of Rhonita Miller, 
30, her 10-year-old daugh¬ 
ter, a son, 12, and 8-month- 


old twins. They were "burnt 
to a crisp," the relative said. 
The gunmen had riddled 
the vehicle with dozens of 
bullets and apparently hit 
the gas tank, causing it to 
explode. 

"When we were there, the 
cartels from Sonora, there 
were probably 50 or 60 of 
them, armed to the teeth, 
about a mile on this side," 
said the relative. 

Trump tweeted that a "won¬ 
derful family" got "caught 
between two vicious drug 
cartels." 

He said the U.S. "stands 
ready, willing & able to get 
involved and do the job 
quickly and effectively," 
adding, "The great new 
President of Mexico has 
made this a big issue, but 
the cartels have become 
so large and powerful that 
you sometimes need an 
army to defeat an army!" 
But Mexico's president said: 
"The worst thing you can 
have is war." 

It was the second failure 
in recent weeks for Lopez 
Obrador's "hugs not bullets" 
anti-crime strategy. Two 
weeks ago, Mexican forc¬ 
es seized a son of impris¬ 
oned drug lord Joaquin "El 
Chapo" Guzman but had 
to release him after cartel 
henchmen launched a furi¬ 
ous counterattack in Culia- 
can, Sinaloa. 

Prosecutors on Tuesday 
said a suspect was de¬ 
tained near Agua Prieta, 
but it was unclear whether 
the person had taken part 
in the ambush. The suspect 
had assault rifles and a 
.50-caliber sniper rifle and 
was holding two bound 
kidnap victims, authorities 
said.Q 
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Think about what’s between your two ears 


By Melissa Martin 
OHIO, US — Do you ever 
think about what’s go¬ 
ing on in the three pounds 
of tissue inside your skull 
that sets on the top of your 
neck? The human brain is 
composed of 75 percent 
water and 60 percent fat. 
Who knew? The human 
brain has 86,000,000,000 
(86 billion) neurons. Crikey! 
The brain is miraculous. 

The brain is so astounding 
that it gets its own annual 
Brain Awareness Week in 
March. Bravo to the brain. 
Celebrate your cerebellum 
and cerebrum. Love your 
lobes. Nurture your neu¬ 
rons. 

The Global Council on 
Brain Health is a collabora¬ 
tion of scientists, health pro¬ 
fessionals, scholars and pol¬ 
icy experts from around the 
world that work in areas of 
brain health related to hu¬ 
man cognition. Shazam! 

“The brain is the most com¬ 
plex of the human body. 
This three-pound organ is 
the seat of intelligence, in¬ 
terpreter of the senses, ini¬ 
tiator of body movement, 
and controller of behavior. 
Lying in its bony shell and 
washed by protective fluid, 
the brain is the source of 
all qualities that define our 
humanity. The brain is the 
crown jewel of the human 
body.” www.ninds.nih.gov. 



Melissa Martin, Ph.D., is an 
author, columnist, educator, 
and therapist. She lives in the 
US. 


Are you getting brain strain 
from too much stress? We 
only get 168 hours per week 
to do everything we want 
and need to do. That's it. 
So, stop trying to squeeze 
so may activities into your 
week. 

“We live our lives as if they 
were one big emergency! 
We often rush around look¬ 
ing busy, trying to solve 
problems, but in reality, we 
are often compounding 
them,” wrote Richard Carl¬ 
son, author of the book. 
Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff. 
Calm down your brain 
strain. 

Are you getting brain drain 
from too little sleep? Study 
after study shows that get¬ 
ting seven to eight hours of 
sleep per night is necessary 
for memory, learning, and 
focusing. So, stop guzzling 
caffeine and get your zzz’s. 

Did you know that falls are 
the most common cause 
of traumatic brain injury 
overall, particularly in older 
adults and young children? 

Brain Check-Up 

Take an online self-as¬ 
sessment (no cost) by the 
Cleveland Clinic at www. 
healthybrains.org. You will 
get your personal Brain 
Health Index (BHI) Score, 
Individual Pillar Scores, 
Brain Health Guide, Mem¬ 
ory Score, Dashboard, 
and Recommendation 
and Tips Designed for You. 
Your Brain Health Index is 
a measurement of lifestyle 
choices that contribute to 
your overall brain health. 
Results are based on your 
answers. Good news—I am 
not showing signs of de¬ 
mentia. FYI: Shopping is not 
considered a cardio exer¬ 
cise—unless you jog from 
store to store. 

How are your treating your 
magnificent brain? You 
only get one brain in this 
lifetime, so treat it with safe¬ 
ty and respect. Q 
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Friendship between Aruba and U.S. 




ORANJESTAD — A few 
months ago, Aruba To¬ 
day met two men with a 
remarkable story about 
their friendship. Friendship 
has everything to do with 
love, respect and joy and 
all of that is applicable to 
the duo Jeff Angela and 
Vito Traus a.k.a. Papa Vito. 
Aruba Today released this 
article about the two. With 
sadness we received the 
news this past week of the 
passing away of Papa Vito, 
so we have decided re¬ 
publish their story again as 
an honoring to Papa Vito. 
We wish the family all the 
strength in this hard times. 

They met years ago when 
Vito visited Aruba and Jeff 
showed him and his family 
around the island. “We are 
pals for life. This gentleman 
deserves all the respect 
there is as he is a good man 
and veteran who fought 
for our liberty and freedom 
as we have it today”, says 
Jeff. Vito smiles through¬ 
out the full interview and 
repeatedly expresses his 
love for this island and its 
people. 

“One day my daughters 
came to Aruba and they 
took me with them. That is 
where we met Jeff as we 
booked a tourist tour with 
him and since that moment 
we are pals. He took us all 
over the island and we fell 
in love with Aruba. We tell 
people back home how 


good it is here and they try 
to book the trip but many 
times it is fully booked and 
they can't go. We have 
to reserve one year in ad¬ 
vance sometimes. That is 
how good this town is." Vito 
praises the food, the ser¬ 
vice and the people. “You 
treat us good, you respect 
us and that makes us come 
back every year. If I can’t 
come back anymore in the 
future for sure my daugh¬ 
ters will," says the 93-old 
World War II veteran. 


Special Men 

Jeff is Aruban-born and 
proud of his island. “I 
showed papa Vito and his 
family the real deal of Aru¬ 
ba, the history, the food, 
everything. I take him to vis¬ 
it special places and char¬ 
acters. Last year we visited 
the marines and that was a 
fantastic experience. Now 
we are here in the house 
of Padu Lampe.” Padu 
Lampe or Padu del Caribe 
is 99 years old now and he 
wrote "Aruba Dushi Tera," 


a waltz that is now the na¬ 
tional anthem of Aruba. He 
is a musician and songwrit¬ 
er who has been recording 
and composing for several 
decades, and he is also 
called the “father of our 
culture.” Lampe was hon¬ 
ored by the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands with a Silver 
carnation. Likewise, Vito 
has been honored in the 
last seven decades as a 
veteran by presidents, gov¬ 
ernors, mayors, the New 
York Knicks ... you name it. 
“Last year he graduated 
from high school because 
before he never got the 
chance to do so due to his 
dedication to the army,” 
says Jeff. 

Into Service 

Vito: “I come from New Jer¬ 
sey and was born in 1925. 
In 1943, I stepped into ser¬ 
vice at the age of 18 and I 
quit school. Our basic train¬ 
ing happened at Alabama 
in the infantry, after that 
a ship took us to Europe, 
but stopped on the route 
for a two weeks training 


in Africa while continuing 
after that to Italy. I started 
as a replacement in the 
front line, and I was also a 
scout. We needed to find 
out where the enemies 
were and inform our cap¬ 
tains accordingly. It went 
wrong and they shot a lot 
of ours and captured the 
rest.” He experienced be¬ 
ing war prisoner in Munich 
where the Nazis treated 
them bad and restrained 
them from food. I weighed 
165 pounds and came out 
of prison with weighing 130 
pounds. We were eventu¬ 
ally liberated and we came 
back to USA where every¬ 
one was so happy. The last 
guy of my army group died 
last year.” 

During the visit at Padu's 
house, Vito shared his story 
while his daughters heard 
the history of our Padu. “This 
is all about sharing and re¬ 
spect towards men that 
carry a history of achieve¬ 
ments. And it is about the 
mutual love for Aruba,” as 
Jeff proudly statedO 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 




Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


— WIN A SHARE OF UP TO — 

IP®® Bd to Skfl 

Every Wednesday 110am to Midnight 

Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. Win $20 to $100 
in Free Slot Play, Play up to five times each Wednesday 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Bnskin-Robhins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lab I Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard 1 The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open doily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd#47 
583.5000 | co5ineaihambra.com 

Play Rasuflrtiihly. Vitii Tnrw.qamblartdrtoriyinous jorg if yau ar soititflnt yu* know hoi u gambling ptablf m. 
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Bohemian Restaurant: Eclectic surprise with French core 



PALM BEACH — Avant-garde from 
France, nonconformist in style and eth¬ 
nic in cuisine. That is what the new kid 
in town is about. Bohemian Restaurant 
is different, unconventional and a rebel 
with a cause. The cause is to make you 
feel king in this hidden garden with out¬ 
standing dishes that connect you to the 
European liaisons of Aruba. Tonight Bo¬ 
hemian offers a special night with live 
Flamenco singer Angela Baidez. 



From 7 PM tonight Spanish Paella and 
much more is on the menu, of course 
with pairing wines. The beautiful gar¬ 
den of Bohemian will be filled with 
lights, good food and live music in an 
intimate, hip and offbeat ambiance. 
Catchy Rumba Gitana and dramatic 
Spanish ballads combine with the pas¬ 
sionately prepared dishes to tickle your 
taste buds to the max. Thursdays Bohe¬ 
mian adds some magic: the live Vio¬ 
linist Angela performs! From traditional 
French and Italian famous melodies to 
more upbeat pop and rock and roll. A 
taste for everyone. 

A garden full of strong trees and 
dressed up in New York-style industrial- 
look elements creates a cosmopolitan 
vibe while at the same time the tropi¬ 
cal breeze and outside dining connect 
to the Caribbean. Waiters with French 



barrettes and pant suspenders ser¬ 
vice you with a happy and loose style 
with on the background the sounds of 
underground chill music varied with 
French classics. 

ONLY French owned Restaurant 

The French are famous for their culi¬ 
nary art. Bohemain is the ONLY French 
owned restaurant on Aruba and offers 
you Grande gastronomy in a hip decor. 
French classics like Coq-au-Vin, Beef tar- 
tare, Escargot, Duck Foie Gras Terrine, 
Bouillabaisse Fish Soup, Tuna-Tartare, 
Quinoa-Salad, Rib-Eye Butter MaTtre-D, 
Creme Brulee, Chocolate Lava Cake 
and Pineapple Carpaccio are on the 
menu. Mediterranean inspired dishes 
like Ras el Hanout Fish Kebbab, Honey 
and Rosemary Lamb Shank, Moroccan 
Lamb sausages, Mediterranean Sea 
Bass and Grilled Local Catch are other 
finger licking options. Directly imported 
wines from wineries in Europe make up 
for a perfect pairing. You are welcome 
to enjoy the Happy Hours and Daily Ear¬ 
ly Birds from 5 to 7 PM. Bon appetite! 
Free Parking available at the parking lot 
in front of Barcelo Resort. 

Make your reservations through their 
website: https://bohemianaruba.com. 
Call them at 00 297 280 8448. Face- 
book: Bohemian. □ 
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Thank you for choosing Aruba as your home away from Home!! 


EAGLE BEACH — Recently, 
Kimberley Richardson of 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
to honor Aruba’s loyal and 
friendly visitors as Distin¬ 
guished Visitors and Good¬ 
will Ambassadors of Aruba. 
The symbolic Distinguished 
visitor certificate is present¬ 
ed on behalf of the Minister 
of Tourism, as a token of 
appreciation to the guests 
who visit Aruba 10 years 
and more consecutively. 
The Goodwill Ambassador 
certificate is presented on 
behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to the guests 
who visit Aruba 20 years 
and more consecutively. 

The honorees were: 

Mr. Mark & Mrs. Beverly 
Picard visiting for 15 years; 



Mr. Ronald & Mrs. Deborah 
visiting for 17 years; 


Mr. George & Mrs. JoAnne 
Kostrey visiting for 23 years; 


Mrs. Frances Fasano visiting 
for 25 years. 


AND Ms. Cheryl Raneo vis¬ 
iting for 30 years consecu¬ 
tively! This lovely group of 
people stated that they 
love the island very much, 
especially for its year-round 
sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches and picturesque 
sunsets, delicious variety 
of foods, its safety, and 
Aruba's warm and friendly 
people that became like 
family to them. 

Ms. Richardson together 
with the representatives of 
the Casa Del Mar Beach 
Resort presented the cer¬ 
tificates to the honorees, 
handed over some ad¬ 
ditional presents, also 
thanking them for choos¬ 
ing Aruba as their favorite 
vacation destination and 
as their- home-away-from- 
homeO 




40 luxury 

beach front condominiums 


For more information contact us at + (297] 586-2200 
Toll Free from the US. 1-866-978-5770 
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Thank you Charles and 
Christine! 
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EAGLE BEACH — Charles and Christine Frank were recent¬ 
ly honored as Goodwill Ambassadors due to their 20th 
consecutive visit to Aruba. The certificate is presented on 
behalf of the Minister of Tourism, as a token of apprecia¬ 
tion as a way to say ‘Masha Danki' for visiting our island 
for so many years consecutively. 

Marouska Heyliger representing the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority conducted the ceremony which was held at the 
La Cabana Beach Resort. 

The couple loves coming back to Aruba for the friendly 
people, perfect weather and beautiful beachesO 
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A weekly calendar with a selection of what’s going on in Aruba 



Wednesday 06 

Italy for a night at Casa 
Nonna 

• Take a genuine trip to 
the most emblematic 
comers of Italy enjoying 
a 4-course menu inspired 
by Sicily at Casa Nonna 
New York. 

• 8PM 

• The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 

• Facebook The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 




Sunday 10 

Calbas Mandala Bird Nest 

• In a creative 3 hour workshop you will create a beautiful bird 
nest with a mandala painted on it. The birds will be mighty 
happy with their new house! Limited Capacity. Reserve your 
spot on their FB page. 

• 3PM-6PM 

• Centro Quivit, Hospitaalstraat 5, Oranjestad 

• Facebook The Wisdom Coach 


Thursday 07 
Meet San Nicolas 

• Every first Thursday of the month we invite you to come “Meet San 
Nicolas". The Promenade of San Nicolas will be transformed into a 
Cultural meeting place. Food, drinks, arts, dance and good vibe, 
come and mingle with our visitors and let them feel the warmth 

of the Aruban culture. Let's Meet San Nicolas in the Promenade, 
entrance is FREE thus meet you there. 

• 6:30PM-10:00PM 

• Mainstreet San Nicolas 

• Facebook: Meet San Nicolas 



Friday 08 

Create and Donate a Mosaic Hand 

• Create and donate a Mosaic 
Hand for the project named “For 
a world without infant malnutrition. 
Permanent awareness will be 
created by making a hand mosaic 
wall in the city of San Nicolas! 

• 5PM-7PM 

• Aruba Cosecha, San Nicolas 

• Facebook Aruba Cosecha 




Saturday 09 

Energy Fusion Show 

• Energy Fusion is performed at the 
Tamarijn Hotel by the Popcorn 
Dancers, one of Aruba's best 
Youth Dance Group. During 

the show the performers will 
entertain you with the most 
popular Modern, Caribbean, 
Latin & Local dance rhythms on 
the island. The Popcorn Dancers 
& magicians Jovi & Tridini are 
determined to bring pleasure for 
your eyes, ears, heart & soul. 

• 8:30PM-9:30PM 

• Divi & Tamarijn Aruba All Inclusive 

• Facebook Popcorn Club & 
Dancers Aruba 


Monday 11 

Love4Art Studio presents ‘Journey’ 

• Annual Group exposition by Love4Art Studio. Come see their latest 
works, paintings, assemblage works and a Group installation. 

• 8AM-5PM 

• National Library of Aruba, Oranjestad 

• Facebook Biblioteca Nacional Aruba 



Tuesday 12 

Aruba Ray’s Comedy Show 

• The “Aruba Ray’s Comedy” show 
features some of the funniest 
American standup comedians 
in a terrific 90-minute show, 
now located in the renovated 
ballroom at the Holiday Inn Resort. 
Comedians include: Tom Cotter, 
finalist on “America’s Got Talent,” 
Mike Vecchione from “The Jimmy 
Fallon show,” Tony V from CBS’ 
“The Late Show,” Erin Jackson 
from “Last Comic Standing,” and 
Ray Ellin from “This Week at the 
Comedy Cellar” on Comedy 
Central. 


• 8PM 


• Holiday Inn Aruba Ballroom, Palm 
Beach 

• www.arubacomedy.com 
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Mercedes driver Lewis 
Hamilton, of Britain, holds the 
second place trophy after the 
Formula One U.S. Grand Prix 
auto race at the Circuit of the 
Americas, Sunday, Nov. 3, 
2019, in Austin, Texas. 

Associated Press 

Hamilton 
closing 
in on 

Schumacher’s 
7 FI titles 

By JIM VERTUNO 
AP Sports Writer 
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — One 

by one, Lewis Hamilton has 
passed the great drivers of 
Formula One. Except one. 
And now Hamilton is quick¬ 
ly approaching the leg¬ 
acy of the great Michael 
Schumacher. His chances 
of catching him, once 
thought to be impossible, 
now look very, very good. 
Hamilton won his sixth ca¬ 
reer FI championship Sun¬ 
day with a second-place 
finish at the U.S. Grand Prix, 
leaving him one shy of the 
seven won by Schumach¬ 
er in the German’s run of 
dominance between 1994 
and 2004. 

Hamilton’s sixth title — his 
fifth since 2014 — moved 
the British driver past Ar¬ 
gentina's Juan Manuel 
Fangio, the “Godfather” of 
Formula One, who won five 
titles in the 1950s. Hamilton 
now stands alone behind 
Schumacher. “It’s an hon¬ 
or to be up here with these 
greats,” Hamilton said. 
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Brad Marchand scores twice. Bruins beats Penguins 6-4 



Boston Bruins center Brad Marchand (63) tips the puck past Pittsburgh Penguins goaltender Matt 
Murray for a goal during the first period of an NHL hockey game in Boston, Monday, Nov. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Brad 
Marchand scored his sec¬ 
ond goal of the game with 
1:57 left in the third period, 
and the Boston Bruins beat 
the Pittsburgh Penguins 6-4 
Monday night after blow¬ 
ing a three-goal lead. Da¬ 
vid Pastmak, Jake DeBrusk 
and Torey Krug also scored 
for Boston (11-1-2), which 
has won six straight. March¬ 
and added three assists, 
extending his point streak 
to 13 games. Dominik Ka- 
hun, Nick Bjugstad, Bryan 
Rust and John Marino 
scored for Pittsburgh. Mari¬ 
no's was his first career NHL 
goal. Marchand skated 
in down the left wing and 
fired a wrister that hit the 
far post and went into the 
net off the back of goalie 
Tristan Jerry. Krug's one- 
timer from the right circle 
had tied it 4-4 midway into 
the third. Patrice Bergeron 
added an empty-net goal 
and Jaroslav Halak made 
40 saves. Players on Pitts¬ 
burgh's bench were jump¬ 
ing up and down when 
Marino scored to cap the 
huge comeback and a 
frustrated Halak smashed 
his stick off the crossbar 
into a couple of pieces, 
tossing the handle off the 
backboards when he was 
done. 

SENATORS 6, RANGERS 2 
NEW YORK (AP) — Jean- 
Gabriel Pageau scored 
twice and Anders Nilsson 
stopped 32 shots as Otta¬ 
wa routed New York for its 
first road win of the season. 
Tyler Ennis, Ron Hainsey, 
Brady Tkachuk and former 
Ranger Vladislav Namest- 
nikov also scored for the 
Senators, who have four 
victories in 13 games. Ot¬ 
tawa also snapped the 
Rangers' two-game win¬ 
ning streak. Rookie Kaapo 
Kakko opened the scor¬ 
ing for the Rangers with 
his third goal at 8:47 of the 
first. Artemi Panarin scored 
a power-play goal at 17:34 
of the second, extend¬ 
ing his points streak to five 
games with his team-best 
sixth goal of the season. 
PREDATORS 6, RED WINGS 1 
DETROIT (AP) — Nick Bonino 
scored the first of Nash¬ 
ville's five second-period 
goals, and the Predators 


easily dispatched Detroit. 
Matt Duchene scored the 
last two goals of the middle 
period for Nashville, and 


Kyle Turris and Colton Sis¬ 
sons contributed a goal 
apiece. The first four goals 
by the Predators came in a 


span of 5:36. Filip Forsberg 
added a goal for Nashville 
in the third. Andreas Atha- 
nasiou scored in the first 


period for the Red Wings, 
who are 1-10-1 in their last 
12 games. Detroit goalie 
Jimmy Howard was pulled 
in the second period, after 
11 saves. Jonathan Bernier 
finished with nine saves on 
11 shots. 

COYOTES 3, OILERS 2, OT 
EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) 

— Derek Stepan scored at 
2:01 of overtime and Arizo¬ 
na beat Edmonton. 

Stepan took a feed from 
Nick Schmaltz and picked 
the corner on goalie Mikko 
Koskinen for the winner. 
Michael Grabner and Carl 
Soderberg also scored for 
the Coyotes, who are 8-2-0 
in their last 10 games. 
Connor McDavid and 
Gaetan Haas scored for 
the Oilers, who had their 
two-game winning streak 
snappedO 
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Kyrie scores 39 as Nets hold off Ingram, 



Brooklyn Nets guard Kyrie Irving (11) drives to the basket against New Orleans Pelicans guard 
Josh Hart (3) during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Monday, Nov. 4, 2019, in New 
York. 


By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Kyrie Ir¬ 
ving had 39 points and 
nine assists, and the Brook¬ 
lyn Nets withstood Brandon 
Ingram's career-high 40 
points to beat the New Or¬ 
leans Pelicans 135-125 on 
Monday night. 

The Nets had 67 points at 
halftime and a 20-point 
lead in the third quarter, 
but could never get com¬ 
fortable until the final min¬ 
ute as Ingram kept coming 
at them. 

He shot 17 for 24 from the 
field in his first 40-point 
game and the Pelicans 
scored a franchise-record 
48 points in the third quar¬ 
ter. They got within two in 
the fourth but could never 
get enough stops to catch 
the Nets. 

Caris LeVert added 23 
points, Joe Harris had 19 
and Jarrett Allen finished 
with 18 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds for the Nets, who 
follow this game with a 
five-game road trip, their 
longest of the season, with 
the first four in the West. 
Jrue Holiday and Lonzo Ball 
each scored 15 points for 
the Pelicans, who fell to 1-6. 
SUNS 114, 76ERS 109 
PHOENIX (AP) — Devin 
Booker scored 40 points, 
Ricky Rubio added 21 
points and 10 assists, and 
Phoenix beat the NBA's fi¬ 
nal undefeated team by 
knocking off Philadelphia. 
Phoenix (5-2) is three games 


over .500 for the first time in 
more than four years. The 
surprising Suns are on a 
three-game winning streak 
and off to their best seven- 
game start since 2013. 
Booker, serenaded with 
MVP chants from the home 
crowd in the fourth quarter, 
has 6,003 points in his ca¬ 
reer. He's the eighth-young- 
est player in NBA history to 
reach 6,000. The fifth-year 
guard, who turned 23 last 
week, finished 15 of 19 from 
the field, including 3 of 4 
from 3-point range, and 7 
of 7 on free throws. 

Playing without suspended 
star Joel Embiid, the 76ers 
(5-1) were led by Al Hor- 
ford's 32 points. 

Horford tied a career high 
with five 3-pointers and 
shot 13 of 20 from the field. 
Tobias Harris added 24 
points and Furkan Korkmaz 
had 20. 

WARRIORS 127, TRAIL BLAZ¬ 
ERS 118 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Rookie forward Eric Paschall 
hit a key 3-pointer with 4:05 
remaining and finished with 
34 points and 13 rebounds 
on his 23rd birthday, lead¬ 
ing injury-plagued Golden 
State over Portland for its 
first home win at last. 
Without all their injured 
stars, the young Warriors 
shined against a Western 
Conference contender 
to give Golden State its 
first victory at new Chase 
Center as Klay Thompson 


Associated Press 

cheered from the sideline. 
The Warriors (2-5) improved 
to 1-4 at home — they 
haven't started 0-5 in their 
own building since losing 
their initial six home games 
in 1997-98. 

Damian Lillard, no longer 
playing in his hometown 
of Oakland when he vis¬ 
its the Bay Area, notched 
his fourth 30-point perfor¬ 
mance in the first seven 
games with 39 points on 15- 
for-26 shooting, including 
five 3-pointers. Trail Blazers 
center Hasson Whiteside 
added 22 points and 11 
rebounds after missing one 
game with a bone bruise in 
his left knee. Golden State 
swept Portland in the West¬ 
ern Conference finals last 
season on the way to a fifth 
straight NBA Finals. 

ROCKETS 107, GRIZZLIES 100 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 
James Harden scored 44 
points, and Houston recov¬ 
ered from a poor perfor¬ 
mance one night earlier to 
earn a victory over Mem¬ 
phis. 

Harden carried the load 
for the Rockets, who didn't 
shoot particularly well and 
were without Russell West¬ 
brook because he had the 
night off for rest. The 2018 
NBA MVP finished 12 of 28 
from the field, including 7 
of 16 from 3-point range. 
He added 10 rebounds 
and six assists. 

Eric Gordon scored 16 
points, and Clint Capela 


Pelicans 135-125 


had 10 points and 13 re¬ 
bounds. 

Rookie guard Ja Morant 
led the Grizzlies with 23 
points and six assists. 

The game got testy with 
about two minutes left 
when Grizzlies forward 
Jae Crowder appeared 
to take a shot to the groin 
while guarding Harden. Af¬ 
ter the foul was called on 
Crowder, Harden and the 
Grizzlies exchanged words, 
leading to Crowder's ejec¬ 
tion. Harden was called for 
a flagrant-1 foul after a re¬ 
view by officials. 

BUCKS 134, TIMBERWOLVES 
106 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo had 
34 points and 15 rebounds 
as Milwaukee beat Minne¬ 
sota. 


Last season's NBA MVP has 
posted a double-double in 
all seven games this sea¬ 
son. 

Khris Middleton added 26 
points to match his season 
high, and Eric Bledsoe set a 
season best with 22. Bled¬ 
soe added nine rebounds 
and six assists for the Bucks 
in a game delayed 50 
minutes so one of the bas¬ 
kets could be fixed before 
tipoff. 

Andrew Wiggins led the 
Timberwolves with 25 
points. Minnesota played 
without center Karl-Antho- 
ny Towns, who served the 
second game of a two- 
game suspension. 
Milwaukee broke open the 
game with a 38-point third 
quarter that included a 
22-6 run. □ 



Los Angeles Chargers defensive back Desmond King (20) 
celebrates with teammates at the end of an NFL football 
game against the Chicago Bears, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2019, in 
Chicago. 

Associated Press 


Chargers, NFL deny reports 
about possible move to London 


By JOE REEDY 
AP Sports Writer 
COSTA MESA, Calif. (AP) 

— Los Angeles Chargers 
owner Dean Spanos is 
emphatically denying 
reports that his franchise 
and the NFL are looking 
into relocating the team 
to London. 

"We're not going to Lon¬ 
don. We're not going 
anywhere. We're playing 
in Los Angeles," Spanos 
said Tuesday. "This is our 
home, and this is where 
we are planning to be for 
a long (expletive) time. 
Period." 

The Athletic reported 
Monday night that the 
Chargers have been dis¬ 
cussed by the league as 


a possible option to relo¬ 
cate to London because 
of the team's struggles 
to build a fan base in 
Los Angeles. The Char¬ 
gers are in their third sea¬ 
son in LA after Spanos 
moved the team from 
its longtime San Diego 
home, and they play in 
the league's smallest sta¬ 
dium — the 27,000-seat 
Dignity Health Sports Park 
in Carson. The Chargers 
will move next year to 
the new SoFi Stadium in 
Inglewood, which they 
will share with the Rams. 
The NFL also released a 
statement saying there 
is no substance to the 
report about a possible 
Chargers moveO 
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Prescott throws for 
3 TDs as Cowboys 
beat Giants again 


By TOM CANAVAN 

AP Sports Writer 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (AP) 

— First, the black cat ran on 
the field. 

Then the Dallas Cowboys 
scampered past the New 
York Giants. 

Dak Prescott shook off an 
interception on his first pass 
and threw for three touch¬ 
downs, and the Cowboys 
turned three Daniel Jones 
turnovers into 13 points on 
their way to a 37-18 win 
over the Giants in a Mon¬ 
day night game that was 
briefly delayed in the sec¬ 
ond quarter by an elusive 
feline. 

"Things weren't good up to 
that point," Prescott said 
about the game before 
the cat appeared. "It could 
only get better from there. 
I definitely thought about 
that. I guess we'll start roll¬ 
ing now that the black 
cat's come in bad for the 
Giants. It was fun. First time 
I've seen an animal run on 
the field that I've been a 
part of." 

Ezekiel Elliott ran for a sea¬ 


son-high 139 yards as Dal¬ 
las (5-3) beat New York (2- 
7) for the sixth straight time. 
DeMarcus Lawrence had 
one of the Cowboys' five 
sacks. 

Prescott hit Blake Jarwin for 
a much-needed 42-yard 
touchdown late in the sec¬ 
ond quarter. He added a 
15-yarder to Michael Gal¬ 
lup and a 45-yarder to Am- 
ari Cooper in the fourth. 
Brett Maher kicked three 
field goals, including a 
52-yarder in the waning 
seconds of the first half that 
gave Dallas the lead for 
good after falling behind 
12-3 in the second quarter. 
Jourdan Lewis scored on a 
63-yard fumble return in the 
final seconds. 

The win gave the Cowboys 
a half-game lead over Phil¬ 
adelphia (5-4) in the NFC 
East and improved their re¬ 
cord in the division to 4-0, 
including a win over the 
Eagles. 

Jones threw a 1 -yard touch¬ 
down pass to Cody Latimer 
for fading New York. Aldrick 
Rosas hit four field goals. 



Dallas Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott (4) hands off the ball to running back Ezekiel Elliott (21) 
during the first quarter of an NFL football game against the New York Giants, Monday, Nov. 4,2019, 
in East Rutherford, N.J. 


but he also missed an ex¬ 
tra point attempt that was 
important in sending New 
York to its fifth straight loss. 
"You can'(t lose the turn¬ 
over battle and expect 
to win any game," Giants 
defensive back Michael 
Thomas said. "We're mak¬ 
ing young mistakes. If we 
stop them we'll start play¬ 
ing winning football. It's not 
just the offense, it's defense 
and special teams, too. It's 
two or three plays a game 


where we hand the other 
team points." 

Jarwin, who has scored 
five of his six career touch¬ 
downs against the Giants, 
rambled most of the 42 
yards on the score to get 
Dallas within 12-10 with 52 
seconds remaining in the 
half. 

Xavier Woods intercepted 
a third-down pass by Jones 
on the ensuing series and 
returned it to the Giants 
38, setting up Maher's go- 


Associated Press 

ahead field goal on the fi¬ 
nal play. 

The teams exchanged field 
goals in the third quarter, 
with a Jones fumble forced 
by Woods setting up Dallas. 
Rosas answered for New 
York. 

The chippy fourth quarter 
belonged to Dallas and 
Prescott, who finished 22 
of 35 for 257 yards. He has 
thrown for 12 TDs against 
New York in the last four 
games. □ 


New No. 1 as 49ers hold off Saints, Pats No. 3 in AP Pro32 


By TERESA M. WALKER 
AP Pro Football Writer 

Being the NFL's last unde¬ 
feated team is never easy, 
and the San Francisco 
49ers have bumped aside 
the New England Patriots in 
another category as well. 
The 49ers are the first team 
besides the defending 
Super Bowl champs to sit 
atop the AP Pro32 poll this 
season. 

San Francisco received 
seven first-place votes and 
379 points to edge out the 
New Orleans Saints, who 
had the other five first- 
place votes and 374 points 
in balloting Tuesday by me- 



San Francisco 49ers wide receiver Kendrick Bourne (84) 
celebrates his touchdown against the Arizona Cardinals with 
wide receiver Dante Pettis (18) and running backTevin Coleman 
(26) during the first half of an NFL football game, Thursday, Oct. 
31, 2019, in Glendale, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


dia members who regularly 
cover the NFL. 

"Jimmy Garoppolo is seeing 
the field better than ever, 
as his near perfect perfor¬ 
mance against the Cardi¬ 
nals suggests," Newsday's 
Bob Glauber said. "He's the 
biggest single reason the 
49ers remain the NFL's only 
unbeaten team." 

The Saints stayed at No. 
2 and attracted plenty of 
voters even during their bye 
week. Why? Drew Brees 
proved before the bye that 
he was back and healthy 
for New Orleans. And that's 
not all that's going on with 
the Saints. 


"The biggest story in the 
Big Easy is a swarming de¬ 
fense that has allowed only 
two TDs in the past three 
weeks," said Ira Kaufman of 
Fox 13 in Tampa, Florida. 
New England tumbled 
from first to third after be¬ 
ing beaten 37-20 by the 
Ravens, a loss that nearly 
allowed Baltimore to pass 
the Patriots in these rank¬ 
ings. New England finished 
with 356 points, just ahead 
of the Ravens (354), who 
ended the Patriots' un¬ 
defeated start on Lamar 
Jackson's performance 
that put him into the MVP 
conversation. □ 
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Fans get played as boxing takes back seat to UFC 



Canelo Alvarez, center, stands over Sergey Kovalev as referee Russel Mora steps in after Alvarez 
knocked down Kovalev during a light heavyweight WBO title bout, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2019, in Las 
Vegas. Alvarez won by knockout. 


By TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Sports Columnist 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — The ring 
was empty, boxing's big¬ 
gest attraction was taking 
a nap and fans who paid 
more than $1,000 a ticket 
to see Canelo Alvarez and 
Sergey Kovalev face off for 
the light heavyweight title 
were instead watching a 
UFC fight from New York on 
the big screens at the MGM 
Grand Garden arena. 
There was plenty of time 
for those watching at 
home on DAZN to take a 
nap themselves. The fight 
wouldn't start until 1:15 a.m. 
on the East Coast because 
the streaming service didn't 
want to go head-to-head 
with a UFC event — even 
with a fighter so popular 
that DAZN signed him to a 
$365 million contract that 
seemed to defy the logic 
of boxing economics. 

What that means to the 
future of boxing can be 
debated, as can DAZN's 
role in that future. The sport 
has taken its lumps over 
the years, though DAZN is 
spending hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of dollars in a gamble 
to televise some of its big¬ 
gest fights. 

But there's no debating 
that the bow-down to UFC 
was not only an affront to 
paying fans, but an embar¬ 
rassment to the sport itself. 

"I absolutely see it as a slap 
in the fact to boxing and it 
was self-inflicted in a way," 
said Stephen Espinoza, 
who heads boxing at the 
Showtime network. "No one 
forced this decision on the 


promoters or the broad¬ 
caster in this case. They just 
made an incredibly bad 
decision to delay the fight." 
If the decision was bad, the 
optics were even worse. 
Here was the television plat¬ 
form with designs to take 
over boxing delaying one 
of its biggest fights of the 
year simply because it was 
afraid of competing with 
UFC. That meant the unsus¬ 
pecting fans at the MGM 
Grand sitting and watching 
an empty ring much of the 
night. It meant boxing fans 
at home having to stay up 
watching mostly filler ma¬ 
terial until the fight finally 
ended after 2 a.m. 

It should have meant an 
apology from DAZN for 
both. But inconveniencing 


fans is the norm in sports 
these days, and boxing 
is no exception. Joseph 
Markowski, DAZN execu¬ 
tive vice president for North 
America, argued that the 
company made the right 
decision for the future of 
boxing — at least as it per¬ 
tains to his company. 
"Ultimately, we saw a surge 
in both subscription sign¬ 
ups and audience from 
the end of the UFC fight to 
the beginning of our fight," 
Markowski said. "The bot¬ 
tom line was that more 
people watched Canelo 
because of that. And that 
was a good result for us." 
That may be true, though 
without seeing any num¬ 
bers it's hard to say for sure. 
Imagine, though, if the NBA 


Associated Press 

had decided to delay the 
start of the Lakers-Clippers 
game on opening night 
because it went against 
Game 1 of the World Series. 
Again, it didn't have to 
happen. And it cheapens 
the product when boxing is 
seen as subservient to UFC 
when, in fact, both sports 
have audiences of their 
own that don't overlap 
nearly as much as it might 
seem at first glance. 

"We're seeing the visibil¬ 
ity and stature of some of 
sports' biggest events de¬ 
pressed," said Espinoza, 
whose network is a rival of 
DAZN and has lost some 
big fights to the service. 
"And that's bad for all of us." 
Markowski declined to say 
how many new subscrip¬ 


tions were sold or how 
many fans are subscribers 
to the service, which offers 
an attractive alternative for 
fans turned off by the high 
price of boxing pay-per- 
views. Since its inception a 
few years ago, DAZN has 
refused to give out num¬ 
bers on how many fans 
spend either $20 a month 
or $100 a year for the fights. 
But it's no secret the com¬ 
pany needs viewer reve¬ 
nue after handing out big 
contracts to fighters like Al¬ 
varez, Anthony Joshua and 
Gennadiy Golovkin. Still, it's 
hard to imagine people 
at home pulling out credit 
cards at 1 a.m. to sign up. 
That's especially true if they 
were UFC fans who had just 
spent $80 on a largely un¬ 
satisfactory card topped 
by a fight that featured a 
made-up belt held aloft by 
The Rock like it was a WWE 
event instead. The puzzling 
decision to delay the fight 
came after a week that 
DAZN was touting its place 
in boxing and its lineup of 
fights over the next few 
months. It's an impressive 
schedule that includes the 
heavyweight title rematch 
between Joshua and Andy 
Ruiz Jr., though fight fans 
again will have to check 
their clocks. The fight will 
be held in Saudi Arabia on 
Dec. 7 and with the time 
difference, fans in the U.S. 
will have to watch in the af¬ 
ternoon — not a prime time 
for drawing viewers — and 
the fight will go off against 
college football confer¬ 
ence championships. Q 



In this Thursday, Aug. 9, 2018 file photo, Netherlands’ Madiea 
Ghafoor competes during a woman’s 400 meter semi final race 
at the European Athletics Championships in Berlin, Germany. 

Associated Press 


Dutch Olympic sprinter jailed 
in drug smuggling case 


DUESSELDORF, 

Germany (AP) — The Dutch Olympic 
sprinter Madiea Ghafoor was sentenced 
to 8 1 /2 years in prison on drug charges in 
Germany on Monday. 

The court in the town of Kleve found Gha¬ 
foor knowingly imported around 50 kilo¬ 
grams of ecstasy and two kilograms of 
methamphetamine from the Netherlands 
into Germany in June, the German news 
agency dpa reported. The 27-year-old 
Ghafoor reached the European Cham¬ 
pionship final in the 400 meters last year 
and was tipped to represent the Neth¬ 
erlands in the 4x400 relay at the recent 


world championships. 

She also raced the 4x400 at the 2016 
Olympics, where the Dutch team was 
eliminated in the heats. 

Dpa reported Ghafoor’s defense said 
she decided to take performance-en¬ 
hancing drugs to improve her career and 
believed she was transporting similar sub¬ 
stances for other athletes, not narcotics. 
She didn't say who had given her the 
drugs to transport, citing fears for her 
safety and for that of people close to her. 
The Dutch track and field federation said 
the case would be referred to the coun¬ 
try's doping authority.Q 
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Hamilton closing in on Schumacher’s 7 FI titles 


Continued from Page 18 

Hamilton may be in a hurry 
to catch him. 

Although Hamilton has said 
he’ll most likely stay with 
Mercedes after his current 
contract expires in 2020, 
he’s 34 years old and one 
of the oldest drivers on the 
grid. Formula One will usher 
in some rules changes in 
2021 that it hopes will bring 
big racing changes with 
technical tweaks to cars 
and a budget cap to con¬ 
strain big teams like Mer¬ 
cedes, Ferrari and Red Bull. 
And while Mercedes has 
won six consecutive con¬ 
structor's championships 
behind Hamilton, Ferrari 
and Red Bull have made 
enough strides that many 


see a wide open champi¬ 
onship on the table next 
year. 

Many thought the same 
for 2019 until Hamilton and 
Mercedes lapped the field 
again. Hamilton has 10 
wins this season, a figure 
that put him so far ahead 
of teammate Valtteri Bot- 
tas he only needed to finish 
eighth or better in Texas to 
secure the title. 

Hamilton has arguably 
made easy work of the FI 
grid the last three years. In 
2017 and 2018 he clinched 
titles in Mexico City in races 
he didn’t even finish on the 
podium. 

He won the title on Sun¬ 
day despite falling short of 
a win that would have put 
an exclamation point on 


U.S. beats 
Dominicans 10-8, 
advances in 
Olympic qualifying 

By The Associated Press 

Oakland's Mark Payton, Tampa Bay's Jake Cronenworth, 
Philadelphia’s Alec Bohm and the New York Yankees' Erik 
Kratz homered as the United States built a six-run lead 
and hung on to beat the Dominican Republic 10-8 Mon¬ 
day night to advance to the second round of Olympic 
baseball qualifying. 

Brandon Dickson, who last pitched in the major leagues 
with St. Louis in 2012, allowed Alfredo Marte's two-out RBI 
single in the ninth, then struck out Carlos Puguero on a 
full-count pitch with a man on for the save in Guadala¬ 
jara, Mexico. 

Mexico (2-0) and the U.S. (2-1) will advance from Group 
A of the Premierl2 tournament to a super group in Ja¬ 
pan. The top finisher from the Americas qualifies for next 
year's Olympic baseball tournament in Japan. Second- 
and third-place finishers from the Americas go to a final 
qualifying tournament in March or April. 

Seattle right-hander Wyatt Mills earned the win by pitch¬ 
ing two hitless innings. Loser Carlos Sano allowed four runs 
and five hits in 1 2/3 innings. 

Payton hit a solo homer in the first. The Americans, 
coached by Scott Brosius, built a 4-0 lead in the second 
on Cronenworth's solo homer and Kratz's RBI single off 
Sano, and a run-scoring single by the Los Angeles Angels' 
Jo Adell against Bryan Valdes. 

Edwin Espinal hit a two-run single in the second against 
Oakland's Parker Dunshee, but Bohm's three-run homer 
in the third off Christopher Sanchez and an RBI single by 
Boston's Bobby Dalbec in the fourth made it 8-2. 

Espinal had an RBI single off Seattle's Penn Murfee in the 
bottom half, but Kratz homered in the fifth off Carlos Pi¬ 
mentel for a 9-3 lead. 

The Dominicans closed to 9-7 with a four-run fifth that in¬ 
cluded Carlos Peguero's RBI grounder off Kansas City's 
Bryan Flynn and Charlie Valerio's three-run homer. 

Adell had an RBI single in the eighth against former big 
leaguer Neftali FelizO 



Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton, middle, of Britain, celebrates following the Formula One U.S. 
Grand Prix auto race at the Circuit of the Americas, Sunday, Nov. 3, 2019, in Austin, Texas. 
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the championship. Ham¬ 
ilton could have settled 
into an easy drive, but in¬ 
stead chased after a vic¬ 
tory when he bolted from 
fifth to third on the opening 
lap. He later grabbed the 
lead and held it until Bottas 
passed him in the final laps. 
“You can see how motivat¬ 
ed Lewis still is, he wants to 
win every race and get the 
best result possible,” Mer¬ 
cedes Team Principal Toto 
Wolff said. 

Hamilton won his first 
championship at age 23 
with McLaren in 2008, win¬ 
ning by a single point with 
a pass on the last corner of 
the last lap in the last race 
in Brazil. He didn’t win an¬ 
other until hooking up with 
Mercedes. 

Mercedes’ early domi¬ 
nance in the hybrid engine 
era caused some to ques¬ 
tion whether it was the car 
or driver winning the titles. 
But Hamilton has been the 
pilot guiding those silver 
missiles around the race¬ 
tracks and his driving has 
silenced much of that. He 
fought off challenges from 
former teammate Nico 
Rosberg in 2014 and 2015, 
then battled Ferrari's Se¬ 
bastian Vettel in 2017 and 
2018. 

Serious talk of catching 
Schumacher began in 2017 
when Hamilton matched 
Vettel’s four titles. After the 
race Sunday, Vettel came 
to the post-race cool down 


room to give Hamilton a 
handshake and a hug. 
Hamilton called 2019 one 
of the toughest champion¬ 
ships yet. 

He’s started from pole po¬ 
sition just four times and 
won from the front spot just 
twice. He also noted the 
death in May of friend and 
former FI champion Niki 
Lauda, who had served as 
non-executive chairman of 
the Mercedes team and 
was a race fixture in the 
team garage. 

“I miss him so much. Today, 
he'd have taken his cap 
off. I wouldn’t have been 
able to do this without Niki,” 
Hamilton said. 

Now the chase for Schum- 


No Plastic, 

No Foam, 

No Oxybenzone, 
Choose Zero! 


acher is truly on. Hamilton 
just wants to slow it down 
for a few days or months. 
“Reaching Michael was 
never a target for me," 
Hamilton said. “I definitely 
thought that getting any¬ 
where near Michael was 
just so far-fetched. I re¬ 
member having my one 
(championship) for a long 
period of time. And then 
getting the second and 
it was so far away. Now it 
seems so close and yet is so 
far away... 

“And I don't want to build 
up the idea of trying to get 
to Michael's seven, be¬ 
cause at the moment. I've 
got to enjoy right now,” 
Hamilton said. □ 



The Government of Aruba officially 
announces that the import, production 
and selling of plastic, oxybenzone and 
styrofoam are forbidden per January 
1st, 201?. Sanctions will apply from 
January 1st, 2020, 
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^HEALTH 



By Carlos M Viana, OMD, CCN 


Santa Cruz - Already in October the Christ¬ 
mas shows in the stores were set up to entice 
you to buy all the ornaments to decorate your 
home and business. Decorations and figures of 
a fat, red Santa are available, promising to put 
anyone in the Holiday Spirits. Medically, when 
I take a look at the store Santa figure, with his 
large rotund belly and red face that sports a 
bulbous nose I see many signs of heart attack 
candidate. Not that Santa Claus could have 
heart problems, not allowed. 

As cute as round Santa seems to be, most peo¬ 
ple want to enter the Holiday Season looking 
fit and trim. In the next two months many peo¬ 
ple, especially women, are going to pay good 
money to join commercial weight loss pro¬ 
grams in hopes of dropping a size or two. Un¬ 
fortunately, people tend to regain the weight 
they lost following a program because once 
it’s finished, they return to their normal eating 
habits. Furthermore, the body is always trying 
to fend off what it perceives to be starvation, 
and losing weight triggers hormone changes 
that make it difficult to keep shedding pounds. 
In the last eleven years in our grass- roots clinic 
we have seen all kinds of lose weight schemes. 
This year I have listed all the erroneous beliefs 
that I have heard from our patients. 

1. “Lose 30 pounds in 30 days.” Any commercial 
weight loss programs or any other gimmick that 


Festival 


pledges massive weight loss quickly is certainly 
not healthy, and not true. Permanent weight 
loss requires lifestyle change, not a quick fix. 
Loosing weight very fast usually means dehy¬ 
drating your body and loosing muscle. 

2. Lose weight by not eating. Without question 
the worse way to try to loose weight. Starv¬ 
ing deprives the body of the nutrients it needs 
for life and can lead to serious illness. Plus you 
lose muscle mass, not fat. Even if you do lose 
pounds, you gain them back almost immedi¬ 
ately when you start eating again. 

3. Carbohydrates are bad for you. First it was fat, 
now carbohydrates are the bad guy. Insulin, 
stimulated by the excess simple carbohydrates 
in our overabundant consumption of grains, 
starches and sweets, together with sedentary 
lifestyles is responsible for all those bulging stom¬ 
achs, fat thighs and chins. However there are 
healthy complex carbohydrates, such as veg¬ 
etables, whole brown rice and quinoa, which 
provide vital vitamins, and fiber to aid digestion. 

4. Fat is bad for you. Your brain is eighty percent 
fat; not fat you want to loose. Some fats like 
trans-fats found in processed foods and sweets 
are unhealthy, but many called essential fatty 
acids are good and necessary for your health. 
Your body is not going to be able to make your 
hormones without these fats. 

5. Drinking Diet sodas help you loose weight. 
There’s not one study that shows diet sodas 
help you lose weight. Meanwhile while you are 
drinking your liquid candy you are consuming 
chemicals that have shown to cause cancer. 

6. Salad bars are healthy. Lunch meats with 
chemical salts, cheeses, oily dressings are not 
healthy choices. You have to choose foods at 
a salad bar wisely to loose weight. Meanwhile, 
“Iceberg” lettuce has absolutely no nutritional 
value. 

7. Don’t eat after 6 p.m. Europeans eat at 10 
o'clock at night and they’re half the size of 
Americans and Arubans. It is not what time you 
eat, it’s what you eat and staying active for at 


Figure 



least three hours after you ezat. The worse eat¬ 
ing habit here in Aruba after a night of drinking 
is to eat a late snack at a food truck and then 
home to bed. 

8. Check your weight on a scale daily to check 
your progress. Checking your weight on a regu¬ 
lar basis is an obvious way to gauge your prog¬ 
ress and alter your diet accordingly; however, 
that scale tells you very little. I encourage pa¬ 
tients to keep track of hip, thigh and stomach 
tummy centimeters and dress sizes that are 
much more enlightening. 

9. To lose weight take a pill or have an opera¬ 
tion to have your stomach made smaller. Wow, 
your insurance company may even pay some 
of these. You cannot replace healthy eating, 
exercise and lifestyle choices with a pill or oper¬ 
ation. Drugs are not new, they have been tried 
for many years and both drugs and operations 
can be dangerous and have horrible side ef¬ 
fects. A better choice includes natural dietary 
supplements which can safely balance nutri¬ 
tional deficiencies, aid in managing unhealthy 
eating, support restful sleep and increase en¬ 
ergy. 

10. You have to join the gym. Actually, 30 to 60 
minutes per day of moderate physical activity 
is all it takes to balance healthy food intake. 
It does not have to be strenuous exercise, just 
move your body by gardening, walking, swim¬ 
ming, SCUBA diving, flying, dancing or having 
sex; just get of the couch. 

Get The Point! Worldwide, more and more peo¬ 
ple are overweight, and an alarming number 
are clinically obese. In countries addicted to 
convenient processed foods this obesity is no 
coincidence. It is not the fat in the foods we eat 
but, far more, the excess simple carbohydrates 
from our starch and sugar loaded diets. These 
nutritionally deficient diets not only contribute 
to increased weight but lead to a whole host 
of health problems. Want to enter the Holiday 
Season being fit and trim? That belly might look 
cute on Santa, but on you it is a major health 
risk. Call to make an appointment for a profes¬ 
sional, safe, sensible weight loss program.Q 
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Millennial Money: Secrets of a Black Friday Shopper 



By COURTNEY JESPERSEN 
Associated Press 

My husband and I have a 
Thanksgiving routine. Be¬ 
fore the family arrives or 
the turkey is carved, we 
gather in the living room. 
As Christmas music plays in 
the background, he turns 
on his laptop, and I mine. 
That's when the deal hunt 
begins. 

Some people cringe at the 
thought of shopping on 
Thanksgiving or Black Fri¬ 
day, but I revel in it. 

Maybe it's because I love 
a good bargain, or be¬ 
cause I write about how to 
save money. Whatever the 
reason, I know a lot about 
Black Friday. And I'd like 
to share some secrets with 
you. 

SHOPPING EARLY IS A RISK 

Technically, Black Friday is 
Nov. 29 this year. But as far 
as the deals go, it's already 
here. Retailers no lon¬ 
ger wait for the day after 
Thanksgiving to start sales. 
Black Friday isn't a day any¬ 
more. It's a season, accord¬ 
ing to Jennifer Burton, assis¬ 
tant professor of marketing 
at the University of Tampa. 
"The season seems to get 
longer and longer every 
year," Burton says. 

Retailers take the liberty to 
brand all sorts of promo¬ 
tions during the year as 
Black Friday sales. 

"Black Friday has become 
synonymous with 'spe¬ 
cial sale,’" says Jane Boyd 
Thomas, professor of mar¬ 
keting at Winthrop Univer¬ 
sity. While there's no best 
single day to buy every¬ 
thing on your holiday shop¬ 
ping list, experts agree big 
savings happen through¬ 
out the season from late 
October through Cyber 
Monday (the Monday af¬ 
ter Thanksgiving). So Burton 
says it's important to track 


prices on items you want. 
You can snag savings 
throughout November, 
but despite early deals, 
retailers like Walmart, Tar¬ 
get and Best Buy reserve 
some of their best bargains 
for Thanksgiving Day and 
Black Friday. So shopping 
sales mid-November can 
be risky. But in at least one 
instance, it's smart to shop 
ahead — if a seller an¬ 
nounces an early start to 
a deal from its Black Friday 
ad. Retailers like Amazon, 
Best Buy and Kohl's have 
done this in the past. 
SHOPPING UNPREPARED 
CAN COST YOU 
Don't you wish you knew 
what was coming on Black 
Friday so you could fig¬ 
ure out when to shop and 
what to buy? 

It's actually easy to guess. If 
a store hasn't announced 
its 2019 deals yet, look up 
last year's Black Friday ad 
online. Retailers tend to not 
get too creative from one 
year to another. 

In 2017, the front of Tar¬ 
get's Black Friday ad in¬ 
cluded deals on a 55-inch 
TV, Google Home Mini 


and Beats earphones. The 
same three types of prod¬ 
ucts graced the ad again 
in 2018. 

"Retailers pretty much run 
the same things year after 
year, so for good insight, 
go look at what Walmart 
did last year on Black Fri¬ 
day," Thomas says. "What 
did Target do? Did they run 
televisions? Was it Legos?" 
Black Friday is a solid bet 
for deals on small electron¬ 
ics, apparel and Christmas 
decorations, Thomas adds. 
Another tip? I search my ar¬ 
chived emails for the words 
"Black Friday." I can usually 
find prior Black Friday pro¬ 
motions that detail exactly 
what products the store 
discounted, and at what 
price. 

SHOPPING IN-STORE IS A 
MISTAKE 

Last year I spent Thanks¬ 
giving morning on the 
couch — coffee in one 


hand, iPhone in the other 
and laptop in front of me. 
I placed online order after 
order, crossing gifts off my 
Christmas list. Years prior, I 
stood in a two-hour line at 
Best Buy to purchase a sin¬ 
gle TV. Lesson learned. 

For many, camping outside 
a store on Black Friday is a 
tradition. Burton points out. 
Thomas agrees. In Black 
Friday research with co-au¬ 
thor Cara Peters, she found 
that for some consumers, 
bonding and community 
are just as important as 
the deals. But for the con¬ 
venience-minded, online 
shopping is king. And prices 
are often the same as they 
are at the store. 

If you decide to park your¬ 
self on the couch, here are 
three proven strategies: 

— PRE-SHOP. Thomas rec¬ 
ommends making an online 
account with your retailers 
of choice beforehand and 
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adding the products you 
want to your favorites list. 
This will make the checkout 
process smoother. 

— DIVIDE AND CONQUER. 
Select the best deals and 
stick to those items. Burton 
says free shipping is stan¬ 
dard now. You should be 
able to place small orders 
at each retailer without 
needing to meet a ship¬ 
ping minimum. 

— TRY, TRY AGAIN. Web¬ 
sites crash on Black Friday. 
Pages load slowly. Carts 
magically empty when 
you're about to check out. 
If you encounter technical 
difficulties, keep trying. Go 
to a retailer's website and 
app simultaneously to see 
which is faster. 

I know what I'll be doing on 
Thanksgiving and Black Fri¬ 
day this year. Do you?Q 
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Diamante 46 


This 2 story, corner unit townhouse is 
available now. Fully air conditioned. 

2 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, living 
room with stainless steel appliances 
and breakfast bar, laundry, back 
yard, parking space. Built on property 
land and located within the gated 
community Goldcoast. in Noord. 
Rental income property. 


For more listings visit www.arubahouses.conn 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 1 1/06 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Slap 

5 Man’s nickname 
9 Items sold by the 
dozen 

13 Friendlier 

15 Record 

16 Pig’s dinner 

17 Male relative 

18 Captivate; 
enchant 

20 Word of mild 
surprise 

21 Near the ground 

23 Wandered 

24 Hartman & 
Donahue 

26 Almond or filbert 

27 Reason 
29 Peaceful 

32 Up in arms 

33 Uncouth; coarse 
35 Sprite 

37 Arrests 

38 Talons 

39 Celebrity 

40 Under the 
weather 

41 Daytime serials 

42 Terra-_; 

brownish-orange 
clay 

43 Nasal cavity 
divider 

45 Ship’s kitchen 

46 _ amok; went 
wild 

47 Actor Willem _ 

48 Moral principles 

51 Likely 

52 Part of the 
weekend: abbr. 

55 Like a 
chessboard 
58 Venerate 

60 Actor Alan _ Jr. 

61 _ the way; 
pioneer 

62 Appointed 

63 Greasy 

64 Nimble 

65 Certain votes 

DOWN 

1 _ as a bug in 
a rug 

2 Dinner beverage 

3 Good enough 

4 _ Aviv 

5 Crock-Pot meals, 
often 
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6 Light brown 

7 30-day month: 
abbr. 

8 Proximity 

9 Large country 
home 

10 Morose; sullen 

11 VP Al_ 

12 Earned a traffic 
ticket 

14 Have a flashback 
about 

19 Does a 
bartender’s job 

22 Miss”; So. 
university 

25 Successful 
shows 

27 Skirt style 

28 Some grad 
exams 

29 Cutting tools 

30 Irritating 

31 Fill with joy 

33 Manhattan _ 
chowder 

34 Snoop Dogg’s 
music 

36 Become dog¬ 
eared 

38 Gives advice to 


All Flights Reserved. 

39 Han _; “Star 
Wars” character 

41 Heap 

42 Loose gown 

44 Expensive 

45 Opening 

47 Family member 

48 Resound 

49 Asian language 

50 Satan’s realm 


53 Vicinity 

54 Kennedy & 
Cruz 

56 Speaker 
Pelosi’s title: 
abbr. 

57 Body part often 
pierced 

59 “An apple a _ 
keeps..." 
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Divi Timeshares Studios, 
Below Market, For Sale 

by Owner 

Divi Golf, Rm 4201, wk 35, 26 
wks left, 8/31, $1800 
Divi Dutch Village, Rm 128, wk 
35, 26 wks left, 8/31 $1800 
Divi Village, Rm 3205, wk 17, 

24 wks left, 4/25, $1700 
Divi Village, Rm7302, wk44, 18 
wks left, 10/31, $$1600 
Email: rmwjmw@aol.com, 

US #508-651-0016 
_212026 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Commercial property close to 
the new Container Port in 
Barcadera, build-up 424 m2, 
land 2400 m2 for $337,078. 

For more details 
contact Mito at 593 6318 

_212023 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Lot of property land of 332 m2 
at Tanki Flip Residence, built 
your own dream house and for 
$66,400.00 
Call Mito at 593 6318 


Columnists 


Anthony Croes 
Joris Zantvoort 
Shan el la Pantophlet 
Steve Frances 
Thais Franker 


Weststraat 22 
T: 582-7800 

E: n ews@a rjbatoday.co m 
W: www.arubatgday.com 
Q jRarubatoday 
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ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale / Investment 

House at Pos Abao/ Noord with 
4 apartments, being used now 
for short term rentals and for 
$475,000 

Call Mito at 593 6318 

_212023 


Halley Time Travel 


Marriott Ocean Club 

Gold Season 

1 BR Ocean View $4500 

2 BR Ocean View $7000 

1 BR Ocean Front $7500 

2 BR Ocean Front $14,000 


Marriott Surf Club 

Gold Season 
2 BR Garden View $5000 
2 BR Ocean View $7000 
2 BR Ocean Side $8500 

2 BR Ocean Front $14,000 

3 BR Ocean View $12,500 

Looking to buy 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 Br or Studio in the old tower 
or villas for week 39 to 43 
For Rent 

1 Br in the villas ground floor 

16 Nov to 30 Nov 2019 $1250 
each 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR week # 47 ground floor in 
The villas with 

Dutch Village 

1 BR wk46 

Weeks remain 12/6 $6500 

2 BR wk47 

17 weeks remain $ 7000 



Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDROOM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $16500 
Oceanview $15500 
3BEDROOM $26k 
*WK. 51 GV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $49k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B OV $8000 
1 Bed $4000 
IB Oceanfront $7500 


Costa Linda Beach Resort 

2 BR wk 43 looking towers 
The light house $9000 
2sd floor on the beach 

Paradise Beach Villas 

1 BR wk45 

3rd floor garden view $4500 

1 BR wk47 

2sd floor garden view $4500 

Eagle Resorts 

2 BR wk 45 and 46 
Ground floor $6500 each 

La Cabana Beach and casino 

1 BR wk 47 

4th floor thursday check in 
$4500 

Divi Village 

Studio wk 47 and 48 
1 st building to your left 
From the eagle beach 
30 weeks remain $6500 each 

Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
arubaresalesrealty@hotmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 


PLATINUM Season 

2 Bed OV $16500 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
1B OV $ 10k 

** Destination points S9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 #322BC and 
412BC S6500 each wk 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Week 27 Penthouse 2 Bed 3 Bath 

Other weeks also available 

We Need Sellers!!! 

Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie@conciergerealty.com 

888-888-2204 Extill 

Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


ST^P 

Violence XV qainst Women 



HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 

100 

Oranjestad 

527 3140 

Noord 

527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 

527 2900 

San Nicolas 

584 5000 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Ambulancia 

911 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Red Cross 

582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 

587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 

588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 

280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



November 6 

Monarch 

MSC Meraviglia (1st call) 

MS Seven Seas Mariner 
Freewinds 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Bringing the world's buried wetlands back from the dead 


By MATTHEW BROWN and 
JAMES BROOKS 
Associated Press 
HINDOLVESTON, England 
(AP) — The ghosts are all 
around the gently rolling 
farmlands of eastern Eng¬ 
land. But you have to know 
where to look. 

These are not the kind of 
phantoms that scare or 
haunt — they are ghost 
ponds. Over the years, 
landowners buried them, 
filling in wetlands so they 
had more land for planting 
crops and other needs, or 
let their ponds fade away 
with neglect. Along with 
those ponds, they erased 
entire ecosystems — and 
contributed to the decline 
of wetlands worldwide. 

The result: an array of en¬ 
vironmental calamities, 
ranging from rising floods 
to species hurdling toward 
extinction. 

There are some who are 
trying to reclaim these lost 
waterbodies. In eastern 
England, a motley team of 
farmers, university research¬ 
ers and conservationists is 
digging into the region's 
barley and wheat fields to 
turn back the clock. 

With chain saws, an exca¬ 
vator and plenty of sweat, 
it takes just a few hours to 
resurrect one dying pond 
near Hindolveston, a thou¬ 
sand-year-old village not 
far from the North Sea. They 
fell trees and shrubs, then 
start digging until reaching 
their goal: an ancient pond 
bottom that once support¬ 
ed insects, aquatic plants 
and the birds and animals 
that feed on them. 

"As soon as they get water 
and light, they just spring 
to life," says Nick Anema, 
a farmer in nearby Dere¬ 
ham who has restored 
seven ponds on his prop¬ 
erty. "You've got frogs and 
toads and newts, all the 
insects like mayflies, drag¬ 


onflies, damselflies. ... You 
can't really beat a pond." 
But the battle for the wet¬ 
lands is a struggle. While ef¬ 
forts are under way to stem 
losses and regain some of 
what's been lost, wetlands 
around the world continue 
to be filled in and plowed 


over. 

Almost 90% of the world's 
wetlands disappeared 
over the past three cen¬ 
turies, according to the 
Ramsar Convention, an or¬ 
ganization formed around 
a 1971 treaty to protect 
wetlands. And the losses 
have accelerated since 
the 1970s. 

The consequences are 
profound — wetland-de- 
pendent species threat¬ 
ened with extinction, more 
severe flooding and the 
release of huge amounts 
of the greenhouse gas car¬ 
bon dioxide. 

Climate change threatens 
to worsen the problem. 
Warmer temperatures and 
changing rainfall patterns 


can trigger drought, lead¬ 
ing to more pumping of 
water reserves that would 
otherwise feed surface 
wetlands, scientists say. 

"We now know the value 
of wetlands, and we know 
with increasing precision 
how many wetlands we're 


losing. The next step is for 
the governments to act," 
says Royal Gardner, direc¬ 
tor of the Institute for Bio¬ 
diversity Law and Policy at 
Stetson University in Florida. 

A few hours of heavy rain 
in North Dakota are all it 
takes to transform the dry, 
cracked earth of the prairie 
into thousands upon thou¬ 
sands of pocket-sized wet¬ 
lands. 

The rain pools in shallow 
depressions known as prai¬ 
rie potholes and quickly 
flushes out insects from be¬ 
neath the soil. 

Each pothole becomes a 
haven for a pair of ducks. 
Two blue-winged teals 
dabble on one pothole. 
On the next pothole are 
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two more ducks, then two 
more and so on to the ho¬ 
rizon. 

But to farmers, these wet¬ 
lands carved into the earth 
by glaciers some 10,000 
years ago can be an ad¬ 
versary. They bog down 
tractors and can kill young 


Associated Press 

crops, leaving patches of 
lifeless stalks. 

Some farmers steer around 
them, planting in swirling 
patterns to avoid wet ar¬ 
eas. Other times, the wet¬ 
lands are removed, often 
to make way for corn. 
Despite their mind-bog¬ 
gling numbers — several 
million potholes are spread 
across a region that cov¬ 
ers portions of five states 
and three Canadian prov¬ 
inces— these wetlands 
are steadily blinking out. 
One by one, they're being 
drained or plowed under. 
Only human-made wet¬ 
lands buck the trend to¬ 
ward global decline. Rice 
paddies, reservoirs and 
agricultural stock ponds all 
increased in acreage since 
the 1970s, according to 
Ramsar. 

Barton Schott, a third- 
generation farmer in the 
small community of Kulm, 
North Dakota, recently in¬ 
stalled networks of perfo¬ 
rated pipes beneath some 
of his fields to drain off the 
standing water. He must 
offset the losses under fed¬ 
eral regulations, installing a 


berm across a low area in 
different field to create a 
small pond. 

The guiding principle is to 
have "no net loss" of U.S. 
wetlands. A similar tactic 
has been adopted in Chi¬ 
na. 

Yet in both nations, scien¬ 
tists are concerned that 
the approach papers over 
significant differences be¬ 
tween natural wetlands 
and those created by hu¬ 
mans. That's because con¬ 
structing ponds or reser¬ 
voirs with water year-round 
doesn't fulfill the same eco¬ 
logical role as the smaller 
wetlands they replace. 
"People brag about the 
fact that there's been no 
net loss. But what they've 
done is destroy natural wet¬ 
lands and created artificial 
ones," says Stuart Pimm, a 
Duke University professor. 

Since the start of the 20th 
century, 75% of the United 
Kingdom's ponds have 
been lost. 

Nick Anema describes how 
his view of farming differs 
markedly from his father's, 
who regarded the natural 
world as an obstacle to 
overcome. For Nick Ane¬ 
ma, farming and preserva¬ 
tion are inextricably linked. 
In 2013, he saw an adver¬ 
tisement seeking farmers 
who would be willing to 
have ghost ponds on their 
property excavated as 
part of a research project. 
He suspected a low point in 
one of this fields fit the de¬ 
scription of a ghost pond 
and a check of old maps 
confirmed it. By the time 
the excavation wrapped 
up, water already was 
pooling at the bottom. 
After ghost ponds are dug 
out, seeds from long-bur¬ 
ied water plants come to 
life, including in one case 
a pond on Anema's farm 
that had been filled in an 
estimated 150 years ago. 
And as the plants come 
back, so do the insects that 
depend on them, followed 
by fish and birds that eat 
the insects. 

'They've done just what we 
hoped," says Carl Sayer, 
a researcher at University 
College London. 'They’re 
wonderful, healthy, vibrant 
ponds/Q 




Brad Sands surveys his cattle on a restored wetland and grassland project near Ellendale, N.D., 
on Thursday, June 20, 2019. 
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Bits of the Berlin Wall make global art, memory 



By DAVID RISING 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — For nearly 
three decades, the Berlin 
Wall encircled West Berlin, 
built by communist East 
German authorities osten¬ 
sibly to protect the country 
from "fascists," but in reality 
to prevent their own citi¬ 
zens from fleeing into the 
democratic half of the di¬ 
vided city, a portal to the 
rest of the free world. 

For a barrier meant to pre¬ 
vent travel, chips, chunks 
and full segments of the 
156.4 kilometer (97.2 mile) 
-long reinforced concrete 
Berlin Wall have done a 
pretty good job themselves 
getting around Germany 
and the rest of the world in 
the past 30 years. 

The Berlin Wall divided the 
city from 1961 until it was 
first opened on Nov. 9, 1989 
, though it took much lon¬ 
ger to be removed entirely. 
In Berlin today , some sym¬ 
bolic segments still stand 
in their original locations, 
left in place as a reminder 
of what was known as the 
front line of the Cold War, 
a daily physical reminder 
of the metaphorical Iron 
Curtain between eastern 
and western Europe during 
those tense times. 

As jubilant Germans tore 
at the Berlin Wall in 1989, 


many pocketed small 
pieces to take with them, 
and small stands were set 
up almost immediately by 
the more enterprising to 
sell larger chunks as souve¬ 
nirs. Today, bits of unknown 
provenance are still for sale 
in tourist shops in the Ger¬ 
man capital. 

Larger slabs have been 
purchased or given to dis¬ 
play in museums, embas¬ 
sies, schools, parks, memo¬ 
rials and in other locations 
around the world. 


Today, visitors to Paris can 
see a piece of the Berlin 
Wall outside the Porte de 
Versailles metro station, 
while another stretch is on 
display in the La Defense 
business district outside the 
city. 

Outside the European 
Commission's headquarters 
in Brussels a slab decorated 
with the image of former 
President John F. Kennedy 
greets visitors, complete 
with an information panel 
detailing its significance. 


Associated Press 

Near the Cheonggye 
stream in Seoul, South Ko¬ 
rea, a sculpture of a bear 
— a symbol of Berlin and 
painted with the German 
capital's landmark Bran¬ 
denburg Gate — stands in 
front of three sections. 

The Roman Catholic shrine 
of Fatima in Fatima, Portu¬ 
gal, has a slab on display 
behind glass, and another 
piece is prominently fea¬ 
tured in the courtyard of 
Costa Rica's Chancellery, 
or foreign ministry, in San 


Jose. In a somewhat odd 
tribute in the U.S., Las Ve¬ 
gas’ Main Street Station's 
men's room has urinals 
mounted on chunks of the 
Berlin Wall, perhaps intend¬ 
ed as a paean to freedom. 
A glass covering protects 
the concrete from splash 
damage. 

In New York, two slabs 
with a colorful painting by 
French artist Thierry Noir are 
located in Kowsky Plaza in 
Battery Park. 

Elsewhere in the city, in 
the sculpture garden of 
the United Nations head¬ 
quarters, three segments 
are painted with an image 
of two people embrac¬ 
ing over the wall and the 
words "trophy of civil rights." 
When they were gifted by 
Germany in 2002, then Sec¬ 
retary-General Kofi Annan 
said the Wall had been "an 
offense to the human spir¬ 
its." 

"It not only marked the di¬ 
vision of Germany and Eu¬ 
rope, but also expressed, 
in a uniquely horrible way, 
the propensity of human 
beings to erect walls and 
borders, and then glare 
across them, hearts filled 
with hate, minds full of fear 
and distrust, all the while 
numb to the notion that 
there might be a better 
way," Annan saidO 


‘Finding Chika’ is bittersweet memoir about family 


By RASHA MADKOUR 
Associated Press 

“Finding Chika: a little girl, 
an earthquake, and the 
making of a family” (Harp¬ 
er), by Mitch Albom 
The author of “Tuesdays 
with Morrie” has a new 
memoir in which he again 
shares lessons learned from 
someone dear to him who 
dies. This time, though, in¬ 
stead of an old professor, 
his teacher is a young girl 
from the orphanage he 
runs in Haiti. 

It is not a spoiler to reveal 
that Chika dies. In a raw¬ 
ness that pervades “Find¬ 
ing Chika,” Mitch Albom 
breaks the heartrending 
news on the very first page. 
“Her absence left us with¬ 
out breath, or sleep, or ap¬ 
petite, and my wife and I 
stared straight ahead for 



This cover image released by 
Harper shows "Finding Chika: 
A Little Girl, an Earthquake, 
and the Making of a Family," 
by Mitch Albom. 

Associated Press 

long stretches until some¬ 
one spoke to snap us out of 
it,” Albom writes. 

His reflections on Chika's 


life and how she came to 
live with them in America 
as they sought treatment 
for her brain tumor are 
punctuated by accounts 
of Chika's post-mortem 
“visits” to him as he writes 
this book in his home office. 
“Chika never stays for long. 
She first appeared eight 
months after she died, the 
morning of my father's fu¬ 
neral,” Albom explains. “I 
said her name in disbe¬ 
lief — ‘Chika?’ — and she 
turned, so I knew she could 
hear me. I spoke quickly, 
believing this was a dream 
and she would vanish at 
any moment. That was 
then. Lately, when she ap¬ 
pears, I say, ‘Good morn¬ 
ing, beautiful girl,’ and 
she says, ‘Good morning, 
Mr. Mitch’ ... You can get 
used to everything in life. 


I suppose. Even this.” Al¬ 
bom and his wife had no 
children of their own, a cir¬ 
cumstance for which he 
blames himself. “I thought 
starting a family was like a 
new carpet I could store in 
a closet and unroll when I 
was ready,” he tells Chika 
during one of her appear¬ 
ances. By the time they 
tried, years of attempts 
failed and ultimately the 
couple settled into the roles 
of aunt and uncle. “It is all 
right not to have children if 
you don't want them, Chi¬ 
ka, but if you do, their ab¬ 
sence can be aching." 

It was both fortuitous and 
tragic, then, that Albom 
and his wife became de 
facto parents to Chika the 
final years of her life, experi¬ 
encing parenthood for the 
first time in late middle age. 


“I remember times you and 
I were walking and, without 
prompting, you reached 
out and took my hand, 
your little fingers sliding into 
mine. I would like to tell 
you how that felt, but it is 
too big for words,” Albom 
writes. “You put me on the 
other end of a magnifying 
glass or a toy telescope, 
and through those lenses, 
I could marvel at the world 
the way you did. You were 
an unfailing antidote to 
adult preoccupation." 

Their desperate attempts 
to find a cure for a notori¬ 
ously incurable condition, 
and the many interventions 
Chika endures, can be dif¬ 
ficult to read at times. De¬ 
spite knowing how it ends, 
a reader can’t help but 
hope the story turns out 
differently.□ 
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In 'Doctor Sleep,' a filmmaker reconciles 'The Shining' rift 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Film¬ 
maker Mike Flanagan knew 
his vision to fuse Stanley 
Kubrick's "The Shining" with 
Stephen King's 2013 sequel 
"Doctor Sleep" would be a 
hard sell with the author. 
King's disdain for the 1980 
adaptation is well-known 
and has not abated with 
time. 

"No, no," Flanagan said, 
shaking his head with a de¬ 


feated laugh. "He has not 
eased up." 

Even so, Kubrick's imagery 
is all over "Doctor Sleep," 
which is centered on an 
adult Danny Torrance, 
played by Ewan Mc¬ 
Gregor. Yet somehow the 
film, which opens nation¬ 
wide Thursday night, has 
already gotten the stamp 
of approval from both King 
and the Kubrick estate. 

And it's all thanks Flana¬ 
gan, who wrote, directed 
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This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Ewan McGregor in a scene from "Doctor 
Sleep." ~ 


and edited "Doctor Sleep," 
and had been wrestling 
with the paradox of both 
being a "King fanatic" and 
worshiping the film since he 
was a kid. "I always had this 
ache," Flanagan said. 
When he picked up "Doc¬ 
tor Sleep," the words were 
King's but the images that 
popped in his head were 
Kubrick's. But then he start¬ 
ed thinking about how he 
could reconcile the two 
and he and his producer 
set out on a years-long jour¬ 
ney to make that happen. 
Warner Bros, had the rights 
to the book, which was al¬ 
ready in development with 
a different writer. But by the 
time Flanagan got in the 
door, with an adaptation 
of King's "Gerald's Game" 
under his belt, the studio 
was open to his take, which 
would involve a pretty sig¬ 
nificant change from the 
novel: Going back to the 
Overlook Hotel. 

When he first asked King 
for permission to meld the 
book and Kubrick's film, the 
author said no. But then he 
explained one scene he'd 
been dreaming up — set in 
the hotel at the bar — that 
he thought would address 
King's primary criticism that 
the film didn't do justice 
to the arc of the Torrance 
family. Suddenly, King's 
answer changed to "go 
ahead." 

Not only was the author 
supportive, but the Ku¬ 
brick Estate was too. They 
offered access to original 
footage (Flanagan ended 


up using three shots: One of 
an island in a canyon and 
two of a car driving up the 
winding mountain road) as 
well as the original blue¬ 
prints for the sets. The "Doc¬ 
tor Sleep" team would use 
these to reconstruct places 
like The Gold Room and 
The Colorado Lounge on a 
soundstage in Atlanta that 
had everyone downright 
giddy. "I just started grin¬ 
ning. It's like walking into 
your own memory," Flana¬ 
gan said. "The hope was 
that if we could transfer a 
percentage of that to the 
viewer than this is a movie 
worth making." 

Some cast and crew even 
got sticky fingers. Flanagan 
walked off with an ax and 
a few other things. And 
Rebecca Ferguson, who 
plays the villain "Rose the 
Hat," swiped five pages of 
paper from the desk that 
say, "All work and no play 
makes Jack a dull boy. 

"I have them all framed at 
home," she said with a dev¬ 
ilish grin. 

But knowing the original film 
also made it a little chal¬ 
lenging when they veered 
into straight homage. Mc¬ 
Gregor forced himself to 
"forget" what he knows 
Jack Nicholson did in a 
scene where he, as Dan¬ 
ny, comes upon the door 
that Jack Torrance burst 
through with an ax and 
looks through the opening. 
"There's no way you can 
not know as an actor what 
the shot is, it's reminding the 
audience of that moment 
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in 'The Shining,"' McGregor 
said. "But I don't want to 
know that as Danny. I'm 
thinking about being Dan¬ 
ny at this moment in time." 
Although the recreations 
were memorable for ev¬ 
eryone involved, the film is 
more than a "Shining" trib¬ 
ute: It's a character study 
about addiction and trau¬ 
ma. So when McGregor 
sat down to meet with Fla¬ 
nagan, who was editing 
his similarly-themed Netflix 
series "The Haunting of Hill 
House," he didn't want to 
talk about "The Shining." 
He wanted to talk about 
recovery, and he found 
himself opening up to Fla¬ 
nagan in ways he didn't 
expect. 

"I've lived sober for many, 
many years, so I've gotten 
my head straight with al¬ 
coholism," McGregor said. 
"But I've never explored 
alcoholism (in a role) . So 
to tackle something that is 
personal to me like that, I 
thought well, here's some¬ 
body I trust and I like. It 
seemed like a good com¬ 
bination." 

The film picks up with adult 
Danny Torrance at rock 
bottom and follows him as 
he tries to get sober while 
also helping out a teenage 
girl, Abra (newcomer Ky- 
liegh Curran), who shares 
his "shine" and has attract¬ 
ed a group of RV-dwelling 
"quasi-immortals." Led by 
Rose the Hat, the group 
feeds on the "steam" held 
by those with Danny and 
Abra's unique abilities.Q 
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'Goodness and humor' celebrated as 'Sesame Street' turns 50 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Fifty years 
ago, beloved entertainer 
Carol Burnett appeared on 
the very first broadcast of a 
quirky TV program that fea¬ 
tured a bunch of furry pup¬ 
pets. 

Blink and you might miss it, 
but Burnett followed a car¬ 
toon about a witch called 
Wanda, which was loaded 
with words beginning with 
the letter w. 

"Wow, Wanda the Witch is 
weird," Burnett comment¬ 
ed. And then — poof — she 
was gone. 

That show was "Sesame 
Street" and Burnett, like 
a lot of kids, was instantly 
hooked. She would return 
to the show multiple times, 
including visits to demon¬ 
strate to pre-school viewers 
where her nose was and to 
smooch a rubber duckie. 

"I was a big fan. I would 
have done anything they 
wanted me to do," she said. 
"I loved being exposed to 
all that goodness and hu¬ 
mor." 

This first episode of "Sesame 
Street" — sponsored by the 
letters W, S and E and the 
numbers 2 and 3 — aired 
in the fall of 1969. It was a 
turbulent time in America, 
rocked by the Vietnam War 
and raw from the assassi¬ 
nation of Dr. Martin Luther 
King the year before. The 
media, like today, was go¬ 
ing through disruption. 

Newt Minow, who was the 
Federal Communications 
Commission chairman at 
the time, famously said 
TV was becoming "a vast 
wasteland." Like today, 
there was lots of content, 
but it wasn't necessarily 
quality. 

Enter "Sesame Street" cre¬ 
ators Joan Ganz Cooney 
and Lloyd Morrisett, who 
worked with Harvard Uni¬ 
versity developmental psy¬ 
chologist Gerald Lesser to 
build the show's unique ap¬ 
proach to teaching that 
now reaches 120 million 
children. Legendary pup¬ 
peteer Jim Henson sup¬ 
plied the critters. 

"It wasn't about if kids were 
learning from TV, it was 
about what they were 
learning from TV," said 
Steve Youngwood, the 


chief operating officer of 
Sesame Workshop. "If they 
could harness that power 
to teach them the alpha¬ 
bet and their numbers as 
opposed to the words to 
beer commercials, you 
may be able to make a re¬ 
ally big difference." 

No one else was doing it. 
Children's programing at 
the time was made up of 


1969. 


shows like "Captain Kanga¬ 
roo," "Romper Room" and 
the violent skirmishes be¬ 
tween "Tom & Jerry." "Mr. 
Rogers' Neighborhood" 
was lovely, but it was mostly 
teaching social skills. 

"There was nothing even re¬ 
motely that contained any 
educational component at 
all for children," said Phillip 
Levine, a professor of eco¬ 
nomics at Wellesley Col¬ 
lege who has studied the 
show. "'Sesame Street' was 
100% about education." 
The show was designed 
by education profession¬ 
als and child psychologists 
with one goal: to help low- 
income and minority stu¬ 
dents aged 2-5 overcome 
some of the deficiencies 
they had when entering 
school. Social scientists had 
long noted white and high¬ 
er income kids were often 


better prepared. 

So, it wasn't an accident 
that the show was set on 
an urban street with a mul¬ 
ticultural cast. Diversity and 
inclusion were baked into 
the show. Monsters, hu¬ 
mans and animals all lived 
together peacefully. 

Bert, Ernie and the gang 
made an instant impression 
on actress Sonia Manzano. 


She saw a neighborhood 
that looked like hers. She 
saw people who looked 
like her. She would become 
a cast member, Maria, on 
the show, starring and writ¬ 
ing for it from 1971-2015, 
including getting married 
on air. "I was raised without 
seeing people of color on 
television. So, when I was 
given the opportunity to be 
a person of color on tele¬ 
vision, I jumped at it," said 
Manzano, who is of Latino 
descent. "And I think I was 
successful as Maria be¬ 
cause I never forgot that 
there could be a little kid 
like me watching television 
and forming ideas about 
the world." 

Over the years, "Sesame 
Street" has welcomed 
many more. It became 
the first children's program 
to feature someone with 


Down syndrome. It's had 
puppets with HIV and in 
foster care, invited children 
in wheelchairs, dealt with 
topics like jailed parents, 
homelessness, women's 
rights, military families and 
even girls singing about lov¬ 
ing their hair. 

It introduced the bilingual 
Rosita — the first Latina 
Muppet — in 1991. Julia, 


a 4-year-old Muppet with 
autism came in 2017 and 
this year has offered help 
for kids whose parents are 
dealing with addiction and 
recovery. So important is 
the show that PETA recently 
asked for the creation of a 
vegan Muppet. 

"We are a mirror to society 
here even though we're 
dealing with birds and 
chickens and monsters," 
said Matt Vogel, the pup¬ 
peteer who portrays Big 
Bird and the Count and 
who grew up watching 
"Sesame Street." 

When actor Will Lee, who 
played the grocer Mr. 
Hooper, died in 1982, the 
show explained death to 
children. When Big Bird 
lost his nest to a hurricane, 
the community rebuilt his 
home. To help kids after 
9/11, Elmo was left trauma¬ 


tized by a fire at Hooper's 
store but was soothingly 
told that firefighters were 
there to help. 

"We see a need and we 
meet that need because 
I feel like we have a voice 
that's loud enough that 
can do that — that can 
reach people and make 
a difference," Vogel said. 
"Our mission is to make kids 
smarter, stronger and kind¬ 
er and that those lessons 
that we impart to them stay 
with them." 

Therapist Jerry Moe, the 
national director of the Ha- 
zelden Betty Ford Children's 
Program , applauds the 
show for helping children 
handle trauma — addic¬ 
tion, PTSD, death. 

"While the numbers and the 
colors and the sizes and 
the shapes are all incred¬ 
ibly important, so is that 
social-emotional develop¬ 
ment that children need," 
he said. 

"'Sesame Street' deals with 
the reality of what's going 
on with the kids today. And 
'Sesame Street' does it in 
such a child-friendly, age- 
appropriate, developmen- 
tally-appropriate way that 
not only grabs kids' atten¬ 
tion, but also all the provid¬ 
ers," Moe said. 

Celebrity appearances 

— starting with Burnett 
and now numbering 650 

— aren’t just a fun compo¬ 
nent of the show, they're 
part of the lesson. From 
Janelle Monae to Sarah 
Jessica Parker, from Ander¬ 
son Cooper to Danny De¬ 
Vito — they're all part of an 
attempt to lure parents to 
watch as well. 

"When parents watch the 
show with their kids, the 
learning is deeper because 
you have a conversation 
about what you watched 
together. You talk about 
it," said Benjamin Lehmann, 
executive producer. "The 
parents are there to scaf¬ 
fold on the lessons." 

In the adults' honor are 
characters who go over 
the heads of young view¬ 
ers — Ethel Mermaid, Baa 
Baa Walters and Alistair 
Cookie — not to mention 
spoofs like "Orange Is the 
New Snack," "Grouch Eye 
for the Nice Guy" and "Up¬ 
side Downton Abbey 



This image released by HBO shows the cast of "Sesame Street" during a celebration of their 50th 
season of the popular children's TV show. This first episode of “Sesame Street” aired in the fall of 
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Survivors' tales part of the art in Superstorm Sandy exhibit 



This Oct. 21,2019 photo shows Karen Bright, a professor at Monmouth University, with a Superstorm 
Sandy-themed art exhibit she and another professor created in West Long Branch, N.J. 
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By WAYNE PARRY 
Associated Press 
WEST LONG BRANCH, N.J. 
(AP) — The stories of peo¬ 
ple who survived Super¬ 
storm Sandy, scrawled in 
their own handwriting, are 
an integral part of a new 
art exhibit remembering 
the deadly storm and the 
devastation it caused sev¬ 
en years ago. 

The "Just Beachy After San¬ 
dy" exhibit at Monmouth 
University in New Jersey is 
on display through early 
December. It incorporates 
people's survival stories into 
the artwork, which also in¬ 
cludes an obelisk made 
from slices from trees that 
fell during the storm. 

There are hanging posters 
resembling beach towels 
that present Sandy-related 
data in easy-to-grasp vi¬ 
sual terms, and a "climate 
shelter" where all the trap¬ 
pings of a home that would 
normally be on the inside 

— chairs, photographs, 
drawers — are on the out¬ 
side, symbolizing the huge 
mounds of sodden pos¬ 
sessions that became re¬ 
fuse and had to be hauled 
away from the curb after 
the Oct. 29, 2012, storm. 
Inside the shelter, a record¬ 
ing of the storm pounding 
the coast plays on a loop. 

It was created by Karen 
Bright, an art and design 
professor, and Amanda 
Stojanov, an assistant pro¬ 
fessor of communication. 
"You mention Sandy 
around here, and every¬ 
body dives right into their 
story," Bright said. "It's right 
at the tip of their tongue. I 
thought, 'How can I make 
this a communal event?' 
I wanted to visualize the 
data and the reality of the 
storm in a way that's more 
accessible to people." 

The storm was blamed for at 
least 182 deaths in the U.S. 
and Caribbean — includ¬ 
ing 48 in New York and 12 
in New Jersey — and more 
than $71 billion in damage 
in this country alone. 

The heart of the exhibit is 
the survivors' stories. Some 
excerpts: 

— "We stayed home for 
Sandy. Hurricane Irene 
didn't affect us a year ear¬ 
lier; why would Sandy be 
any different? We watched 


the water rise through the 
floor boards. An hour in, we 
lost power. A little later we 
were forced up to the sec¬ 
ond floor. The next morn¬ 
ing we went to check the 
damage. It looked like a 
tornado had gone through 
our home." — Sandra Wal¬ 
ters, Keansburg, New Jer¬ 
sey. 

— "Adrienne, Mike and Ali¬ 
cia decided not to evacu¬ 
ate. They lost power shortly 
after Sandy hit and, in the 
dark, they realized that wa¬ 
ter was rushing into their 
home. Before they knew it. 


they had three feet of wa¬ 
ter. They were too afraid 
of downed power lines, so 
they stayed perched on 
top of furniture until the wa¬ 
ter receded." — Mike and 
family. Port Monmouth, 
New Jersey. 

— "Patricia has been dis¬ 
placed from her home 
since Sandy. 

Pat's family used to spend 
summers down the shore 
and when her husband 
passed, she moved to a 
bungalow in Keansburg. 
During Sandy, Pat's house 
began to flood and she 


was forced to stay with 
family. Her house was de¬ 
molished." — Patricia and 
family, Keansburg, New 
Jersey. 

Bright began working on 
the project three years ago 
and has been soliciting 
storm survivors' stories since 
January. 

The hanging artwork on 
rectangular canvas, bor¬ 
dered in white, resembles 
beach towels. It takes San¬ 
dy data and visually rep¬ 
resents it in ways with an 
immediate, easy-to-grasp 
impact. 

One uses 86 years of data 
on wave heights off the 
New Jersey coast to form 
a multicolored artwork with 
an unmistakable surge over 
the years toward larger 
waves and bigger storms. 
Flotsam and jetsam from 
the storm are displayed as 
art in their own right, includ¬ 
ing lengths of weathered 
nautical rope and fishing 
line that she plucked from 
New Jersey beaches after 
the storm. 

The "climate shelter" is 
topped with a small geo¬ 
desic dome that represents 
temporary shelter. And the 
walls of prints created by 
the two professors are de¬ 
signed to be covered up 



This Oct. 21, 2019 photo shows Karen Bright, a professor at Mon¬ 
mouth University, with a Superstorm Sandy-themed art exhibit 
she and another professor created in West Long Branch, N.J. 
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by notes left by Sandy sur¬ 
vivors. 

The idea is that the power 
of survival and rebuilding 
can "erase" the power of 
the storm and its destruc¬ 
tion. 

They included tales such as 
this one from Susan and her 
family, who lived in Ocean 
Grove: "We watched as 
water streams swept past 
the house as if we were on 
a moving train." 

A young woman named 
Lacey from Toms River was 
attending graduate school 
in Massachusetts when the 
storm hit, and she and oth¬ 
ers came to New Jersey to 
help with the recovery. 

"The homeowners were in 
varying stages of disbelief, 
despair and denial. One 
woman was putting her 
photos in boxes, like the 
black mold could be over¬ 
come. I wore 3 masks and 
had to leave every 20 min¬ 
utes because I was so sick 
from the mold that pervad¬ 
ed the walls." 

The roller coaster that 
plunged off an amusement 
pier in Seaside Heights and 
sat in the ocean for months 
became an indelible im¬ 
age of the storm's destruc¬ 
tion. It still figures in many 
survivors' memories of San¬ 
dy. 

"I watched images of the 
roller coaster I rode as a 
child float away into the 
angry sea. It was like my 
memories were stolen — 
erased like they never ex¬ 
isted at all," wrote MaryAnn 
St. Jacques, of Mendham, 
New Jersey. 

Anthony and Beverly, of 
Highlands, were trapped 
with their cats in the second 
floor of their house for two 
days after the storm. They 
wrote that they remember 
watching their refrigerator 
float through the house. 
And the son of a woman 
with end-stage cancer had 
this recollection: 

"My mother's cars were 
pushing up on the second 
floor, dunes to the ceil¬ 
ing. My mother had stage 
4 ovarian cancer; I had 
to carry her to the door to 
see for herself. My heart 
broke that day — I lost it in 
the dunes. My mother died 
nine months later. I could 
never return. "□ 







